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12 Years a Slave capped an outstanding year for films 
with African American themes — a year that also 
brought tales of survival, greed, unthinkable evil, 
unsteady parenting, and girl power gone wild. Our critics 
dive into the cinematic highs and lows of 2013. pages 25-28 




DAVID HOCKNEY 

A BIGGER EXHIBITION 


OCT 26, 2013-JAN 20, 2014 herbst exhibition galleries 


OPEN FOR HOLIDAY HOURS 

DEC 30, 31 & JAN 1 Golden Gate Park ■ deyoungmuseum.org 


deYoung 
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• 600 providers 

• 2,000 Specialists 

• 200+ Pharmacies 

•1 Emergency Care Nationwide 

• 24/7 Free Nurse Advice Line 


8ft he™an C0 (888) 205-6552 

Here for you www.sfhp.org 
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Caring 
for our 
community 
one patient 
at a time. 


-a 


% 


F 



variety 

quali 

affordable 

award-winning 





Same caring staff ■ Same quality products ■ New location 
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WIN 

NEW 

SEX 

BACON 

LOVE 

FREE 

YOU 

FLUEVOGS 



STARTING DEC 26 TH! 


It 






JOHN FLUEVOG SHOES 1697 HAIGHT ST 415-436.9784 | 253 GRANT AVE 415-296-7900 FLUEVOG.COM 

DISCLAIMER: WINNING NEW SEX BACON IS NOT GUARANTEED, ALTHOUGH VERY LIKELY WITH NEW FLUEVOGS 
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OPINION WHITE CHRISTMAS 



PHOTOS BY GETTY IMAGES; AP IMAGES; 
LUKE THOMAS; AND MIKE KOOZMIN 


Ah, Christmastime in San Francisco, a city widely celebrated for embracing and encouraging diversity. Yet for all the lip 
service and political gymnastics that we apply toward our stated goals of promoting the interests of women and people of 
color, there are still a whole bunch of white dudes in positions of power and influence. Help us find where they’re hidden 
below (last names only!), mail the completed page and your contact info to SF Bay Guardian ATTN: White Christmas, 

225 Bush St., 17th Fir., SF, CA 94104, and qualify to win a Guardian gift basket. Good luck, Guardianistas. 
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1. MARC BENIOFF: CEO of Salesforce.com 

2. BRIAN CHESKY: CEOof Airbnb 

3. ALEX CLEMENS: Political consultant 

4. RON CONWAY: Venturecapitalistand political fundraiser 

5. DICK COSTOLO: CEOofTwitter 

6. LARRY ELLISON: CEOofOracle 


7. OZ ERICKSON: Buildingdeveloper 

8. STEVE KAWA: Mayor’s chief of staff 

9. DAVID LATTERMAN: Political consultant 

10. JIM LAZARUS: Senior VP of the Chamber of Commerce 

11. SEAN PARKER: Venturecapitalistand tech guru 

12. MARK PINCUS: CEOofZynga 


13. SAM SINGER: Political consultant 

14. SIMON SNELLGROVE: Buildingdeveloper 

15. JIM SUTTON: Political campaign attorney 

16. MICHAEL THERIAULT: Secretary-TreasureroftheBuilding 
& Construction Trades Council 

17. MARK ZUCKERBERG: CEO of Facebook 


POLITICAL ALERTS 

WEDNESDAY 25 

THE FUTURE OF FARMING 

Humanist Hall, 390 27th St, Oakl. 
www.humanisthall.org. 6:30-9:30pm, 
$5 donation. Following a potluckand 
social hour, this event will feature a 
screening of wildlife film maker Rebecca 
Hosking’sdocumentary, “A Farm 
for the Future.” With awareness of 
the looming implicationsof peakoil, 
Hosking returns to herfamily’ssmall 
farm in England with the aim of trans¬ 
forming it into a low-energy operation 
that is not dependent upon fossil fuels. 
The hour-long documentary isa valu¬ 
able addition for broader experimen¬ 
tation with post-fossil fuel agricultural 
systems, showcasing pioneer farmers 
who are exploring alternatives like for¬ 
est gardeningand permaculture, while 
exposing the viewer to how unsustain¬ 
able the current system is. 



THURSDAY 26 

SUPPORT CCSF IN COURT 

State Superior Court Room 304, 400 
McAllister, SF. 8:30am, free. Show your 
support for City College at the State 
Superior Court hearing on the school’s 
request for injunctive relief from the 
actions of the ACCJC, the private 
agency that voted to terminate CCSF’s 
accreditation this past summer. The 
lawsuit, filed by City Attorney Dennis 
Herrera, claims that the ACCJC’s deci¬ 
sion was motivated by political biases, 
conflicts of interest and a flawed 
evaluation. If CCSF issuccessful in 
court, that decision could be revoked 
and City College will be saved. The 
presence of San Francisco residents at 
the hearing is important to demonstrate 
widespread support for this critical 
institution. 

FRIDAY 27 

SOLIDARITY ACTION FOR STRIKING 
KOREA RAILWAY WORKERS 

Korean Consulate, 3500 Clay, SF. 
www.transportworkers.org/node/961. 
Noon—2pm, free. Join theTransport 
Workers Solidarity Committee in col¬ 
laboration with United Public Workers 
For Action as they protest the firing 
of 8,565 Korean railway workers. 

The workers, who have been on strike 
since Dec. 9, were terminated for 
strikingagainstthe privatization and 
union-bustingtacticsused by the 
Korean government. 

TUESDAY 31 

NEW YEAR’S EVE NOISE DEMO 

Oscar Grant Plaza, 14th and Broadway, 
Oakland, http://tinyurl.com/ 
NYENoiseDemo. 9:30 p.m. Free. Help 
bring noise to the inmates of the North 
County Jail this New Year’s Eve by 
marchingfrom OscarGrant Plaza to the 
jail. Those opposed to prison society are 
hosting a nationwide march as a sign 
of solidarity with prisoners across the 
globe, and the local manifestation of 
this demonstration is in Oakland. 
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Celebrated British artist David Hockney returns to California with an exhibition 
assembled exclusively for the deYoung. Expansive in scope and monumental 
in scale, this is the first comprehensive survey of his 21st-century work. 
Renowned for his use of traditional materials as well as evolving technologies, 
Hockney has created new art in an array of media, from watercolor on paper 
to iPad drawings, and oilon canvas to digital movies. 


This exhibition is organized by the Fine Arts 
Museums of San Francisco in collaboration with 
the artist. Director’s Circle: Penny and James 
George Coulter, David Davies and Jack Weeden, 
The MichaeLTaylorTrust, and Diane B. Wilsey. 

Curator’s Circle: The Bequest of Dr. Charles 
L. Dibble, Ray and Dagmar Dolby, and Marissa 
Mayer and Zachary Bogue. 


OCT 26, 2013-JAN 20, 2014 


HERBST EXHIBITION GALLERIES 

deYoung 

GOLDEN GATE PARK 


mm 
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David Hockney, Yosemite I, October 16th 2011 (detail). iPad drawing printed on 
6 sheets of paper, mounted on 6 sheets of Dibond. © 2013 David Hockney 
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Teenage Dance Craze NYE edition 


Ring in the New Year at 45 revolutions per minute. Join Russel Quan, 
Okie Oran, DX the Funky Granpaw, and the beautiful Peppermint Twist 
Go Go Girls as they transport you into the New Year on the waves of 
wild surf, insane garage, primitive soul, degenerate rock ‘n’ roll and 
transistor radio hits all on 100% 45 rpm vinyl. For 25 bucks, get a bottle 
of champagne, two glasses, and a special Teenage Dance Craze 
compact disc so you can have the TDC experience anytime you want! 

Tuesday, December 31 from 10pm-2am @ the Knockout, 3223 
Mission, SF 
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NEW YEARS 
EVE 2014 


CELEBRATE BYE TWICE 

WITH OUR EAST COAST ABD VEST COAST TOASTS. 

$40 ALL YOU CAN EAT TAPAS DINNER 
AND TVO GLASSES OE BUBBLY 

($55 INCLUDES TAX AND SERVICE). 

ASIENTOSE.COM for menu abd details. 


a neighborhood bar in the Mission 

2730 21st St, SF 1415.829.3375 

www.asientosf.com I info@asientosf.com 


Make-Out Room 


WEDNESDAY 12/25 AT 5PM, $5-10 

IT’S A JEWISH XMAS, 

SAN FRANCISCO 

HANUKKAH BUSH • BROKE ASS STUART! 
JEWISH XMAS REVUE • STRIP DREIDEL! 
DJS, DANCING, CHINESE BUFFET, FLICKS 


TUESDAY 12/31 AT 8PM, $20 ADV, $25 DOOR 

NYE DANCE PARTY! 

FRIG0-INTERNATI0AL DISCOTHEQUE 
PARTY FAVORS! • BALLOON DROP! • DJS! 
CHAMPAGNE TOAST AT MIDNIGHT! 

DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
FUN K/DISC0/WAVE/HIP-H 0 P/I NT’L 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.com 


©ESTALT 

26 BEERS ON DRAUGHT 

EXTENSIVE BOTTLED BEER LIST 

SPECIALTY BELGIAN & MICROBREWS 

HAPPY HOUR 

4-7PM TUES-FRI 

tO n r C ALL DRAUGHTS 
** urr SUNDAY NIGHTS 

5 NEW PINBALL 
MACHINES 

NOW SERVING 

DELI SANDWICHES 


WE 

serve! 



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28 
$10 COVER AT THE DOOR 

3200 24th Street @ S. Van fless 1 
415-550-7510 

on-Fri 11AIVI-2AIVI • Sal-Sun BAIVI-2AIVI 




BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19 th 
415.824.m00 


BENDER’S BAR 

ARTIST OF THE MONTH: 
KINDLE PAZNOWSKI 
KITCHEN HOURS: 

MON - FRI6PM - 11PM • SAT 4PM - 10PM 
EXTENDED KITCHEN HOURS FRI/SAT ‘TIL 1AM 

WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 



527 Valencia (16th) SF 
casanovasf.com 



We’ve got more bikes 
in stock & ready to ride 
than any shop in SF! 



Hybrid/City 

Bikes 




Road Bikes 



Mountain Bikes 




TUNE UP SPECIAL 
20% OFF PARTS! 




VALENCIA CYCLERY 

1065 & 1077 Valencia (Btwn 21st & 22nd St.) • SF 
SALES 415-550-6600 • REPAIRS 415-550-6601 
Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 11-5 
Closed 4PM Xmas eve & all day Xmas 
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THIS YEAR, CHEAT ON THE NUTCRACKER. 

XXMAS 

THE CHRISTMAS BALLET 





FIVE 

PERFORMANCES 

AFTER 

CHRISTMAS! 




m m 


25% DISCOUNT 

FOR 5 SHOWS AFTER CHRISTMAS! 
PROMO CODE: SANTA 


SAN FRANCISCO 

YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
DEC 18-28 I 415.912.1899 


SEASON 


OUR 20th XX-— 

SMUIN 

BALLET 

Celia Fushille, Artistic & Executive Director 

smuinballet.org 



ORDER ONLINE 

www.GoatHill.com 


Goat if ill CPifta 

San Francisco Sourdough Pizza since 1975 


Anniversary Dinner: $200 
Bottle of Wine to Celebrate: $100 
Treatment for ED: PRICELESS 


All Erectile 
Dysfunction 
and 

Premature 
Ejaculation 
Issues 
can be 
successfully 
treated 

TODAY! 


©OpscBOsi] S'J M) 



Includes office 
visit, PSA test, 
Testosterone 
test, Ultrasound 
test, one year of 
follow up visits 
plus a test dose 
of medication 
guaranteed 
to work in 10 
minutes! 


Prescriptions by Licensed Physicians and safe for men of all 
ages, including those with diabetes, hypertension, heart disease, 
prostate problems (including removal), impotency, and also for 
those taking nitrates. Guaranteed results on your first visit. 


Helping You To Achieve Advanced Performance! 


Advanced Male Medical Center 

170 Montgomery St., Suite #215, S.F., CA 94111 
AdvancedMaleMedical.com 

866 - 690-2644 
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OPINION 


Dutch show how SF 
cycling could grow 


2013 


A HIGHLY SUBJECTIVE 
AND WOEFULLY IN¬ 
ADEQUATE LOOK BACK 

AT THE YEAR IN 


PART THE FIRST 


JAM, 25; JOHN KARIAKOU 
15 SENT TO PRISON FOR 
EXPOS ENG TORTURE AT 
GUANTANAMO... 



,„UNUKE ANYONE WHO 

Actually COMMITTED 

TORTURE AT GUANTANAMO. 


APRIL is: GRANDSTANDING 
REPUBLICAN SENATORS 

demand boston bombing 

SUSPECT BE TRIED AS 
"ENEMY COMBATANT." 


OBVIOUSLY THE 
CONSTITUTION 
DOESN'T APPLY 

TO REALLV 

BAD GUYS* 



JUNE IS! SUPREME COURT 
GUTS VOTING RIGHTS ACT. 


IN MY VERY SERIOUS 
LEGAL ANALYSIS— 


□ C 
—IT WAS 
JUST ANOTHER 

RACIAL EN¬ 
TITLEMENT! 

L2 



JAN* 7: NEWLY-ELECTED 
SENATOR TED CRUZ IM¬ 
MEDIATELY THREATENS A 
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN* 


IN LITERA¬ 
TURE, THIS 
IS KNOWN 

AS 11 fore¬ 
shadowing:'! 




FEBRUARY ACW CHALLENGES 
GOV'T CONTENTION THAT 
THE THOUGHTS AND EXPER¬ 
IENCES 1 ' OF GITMO DETAINEES 

ARE CLASSIFIED AND 

SUBJECT TO CENSORSHIP. 

- *53^ . 


OUR TORTUKEI 
TECHNIQUES 
ARE STATE 
SECRETS! 



April; academic paper 
PROVIDING JUSTIFICATION 
For austerity MEASURES 
worldwide turns out 

TO HAVE BEEN BASED 
ON SPREADSHEET ERROR. 



july 3: Bolivian pres¬ 
idential plane FORCED 
TO LAND BY U.S. ALLIES 
DUE to SUSPICION SNOW¬ 
DEN MIGHT BE ABOARD. 


BECAUSE THAT'S 

TOTALLY How 
INTERNATIONAL 
LAW WORKS, 



by TOM TOMORROW 


JAN. 17: WHOLE FOODS CEO 
JOHN MACKEY COMPARES 
oeAMAcARE to FASCISM. 


YOU KNOW WHO ELSE 
SUPPORTED MARKET-BASED 
HEALTH CARE REFORM? 


i Jr ; 


h 


FE6. 26; SUPREME COURT 
SAYS ACTIVISTS CAN'T SUE 
TO FIND OUT IF GOV'T IS 
SPYING ON THEM WITHOUT 
PROOF GOV'T IS SPYING 
ON THEM. 


SO I GUESS 
THAT'S THE LASTl 

WE'LL HEAR 
ABOUT THAT 


APRIL iq: RETIRING 
JUSTICE O'CONNOR 5AYS 
BUSH V. GORE WAS 
"PROBABLY A MISTAKE." 



JULY 13: GEORGE 
MAN Found not 

ZIMMER- 

GUILTY. 

LIKE THE SECOND AMEND¬ 
MENT SAYS- 


—THE RIGHT TO 
STALK AND KILL 
UNARMED BLACK 
TEENS SHALL NOT 

BE infringed; 

m 


JAN. iq; FIVE PEOPLE 
ARE ACCIDENTALLY SHOT 
AT GUN SHOWS ON "GUN 
APPRECIATION DAY." 


AAAND THE 
JOKES JUST 
WRITE THEM¬ 
SELVES. 


MAR. i: lawmakers fail 

TO REACH BUDGET DEAL, 
TRIGGERING SEQUESTRATION. 


X THOUGHT REPUBLICANS 
WOULD BEHAVE LIKE RA¬ 
TIONAL ADULTS/ 




JUNE 5'. FIRST SNOWDEN 
LEAKS ARE PUBLISHED. 


AND I CAN'T WAtT TO 
HAVE AN OPEN, PUBLIC 
CONVERSATION ABOUT THESE 

perfectly legal activities: 



july is: RICK PERRY 
SIGNS RESTRICTIVE TEXAS 
ABORTION LAW, NOTING-- 
“"fTHE LOUDER 
THEY SCREAM, 
THE MORE WE 
I KNOW WE ARE 
* GETTING SOME- 

doneT 


1 THING 


next week: more crazy: 


Jesus was a socialist 


BY DARA COLWELL 

OPINION During rush hour, seeing 
the intersection at Weesperzijde 
and Meester Treublaan in 
Amsterdam would make a San 
Franciscan gasp. As cars move 
forward, cyclists continually pedal 
past, undisturbed by traffic — 

20, 30, or 40 at a time, in both 
directions — onto the narrow 
Weesperzijde, which runs along 
the Amstel River. 

For the Dutch, this is the 
norm. In the Netherlands, the 
average person takes 300 bike 
rides per year covering roughly 
560 miles. Cycling deaths remain 
the lowest in the world. 

If only this were true else¬ 
where. In San Francisco, four peo¬ 
ple were hit and killed while bik¬ 
ing in and around SoMa in 2013. 
As of Nov. 14, the fifth person in 
nine days was killed cycling on 
London's roads. On both sides of 
the Atlantic, the issue raised by 
such tragedies remains the same: 
As long as roads favor cars, cyclists 
are at a dangerous disadvantage. 

As a former San Franciscan 
now living in Amsterdam, I am 
continually impressed by the 
comprehensive infrastructure 
that allows me to bike everywhere 
safely. But it didn't come out of 
nowhere. 

The Dutch had their love affair 
with cars, too. In rebuilding itself 
after World War II, the country 
became prosperous, and with more 
money flooding in, people ditched 
their bikes for cars. Because Dutch 
cities are small, densely populat¬ 
ed, and hemmed in by canals, 
there wasn't a great deal of room 
to expand. As cars piled onto 
the streets, traffic-related deaths 
soared. In 1971 alone, cars killed 
more than 3,000 people, 450 of 
who were children. The public, 
outraged that this was too high a 
price to pay, started demonstrating. 

In 1973, the international oil 
crisis hit, heightening concerns 
about oil dependency. This also 
pushed the Dutch to invest in 
the cycling infrastructure we see 
today — where every major street 
contains separate bike lanes and 
traffic lights. 

Cycling here looks very differ¬ 
ent from San Francisco: Couples 


hold hands, mothers willingly cart 
their children from A to B and 
people hold conversations as they 
ride along bike paths separated 
from the road. Legally, too, Dutch 
cyclists have the right of way on 
the road. According to the ANWB, 
the Dutch tourism and car owners' 
association, car drivers are liable 
for accidents unless they can prove 
they were overpowered by circum¬ 
stances beyond their control. 

Having lived in Amsterdam 
several years now, I am convinced 
that re-creating the Dutch system 
elsewhere will take more than bet¬ 
ter bike lanes. In the Netherlands, 
cycling regularly (and not just for 
sport) has been ingrained for gen¬ 
erations. Dutch children learn the 
importance, relevance, and neces¬ 
sity of cycling at an early age, and 
they learn how to do it well and 
therefore, safely. 

In Dutch schools, cycling pro¬ 
ficiency lessons are compulsory. 
Children have to pass two tests 
— one, an exam on road rules; the 
second, cycling through traffic — 
to earn a bike diploma. When these 
children cycle along bike paths, 
they are cycling next to drivers 
who have also cycled most of their 
lives, and are looking out for them. 

In the USA, getting drivers 
to think about cyclists sharing 
the roads is going to be a gradual 
process. When cycling in San 
Francisco a decade ago, I was once 
sideswiped by a driver too busy 
looking left at oncoming traffic to 
notice I was on his right side. As 
he turned right and knocked me 
over, thank god at only 5 mph, 

I was so shocked I apologized. 

But he was at fault. A friend of 
my mother's once joked I should 
be careful "because people like 
me never look out for cyclists." 
Cycling deaths constantly prove 
this is really no joke. 

While it is more challenging 
to build cycling infrastructure 
in America as there are great¬ 
er distances to cover, with no 
infrastructure, nothing happens. 
Build it, and yes, the cyclists 
will come — but then you have 
to remind everyone else that 
cyclists are there. Do it repeated¬ 
ly and years from now, we can 
boast it really works, just as it 
does in Holland, sfbg 


EDITORIAL Christmas Day, here in 
the city of St. Francis, seems like 
a fine time to look at Jesus Christ, 
what he advocated, and what his 
legacy is today. Because this tradi¬ 
tionally Catholic city has temples 
filled with crass money changers 
these days, and a mistaken ele¬ 
vation of "the market" to almost 
divine status — developments that 
are antithetical to everything the 
Bible teaches about Jesus. 

While the Guardian isn't regu¬ 
larly in the habit of using biblical 
citations to support our arguments 
— yes, we're still the same godless 
heathens that you've all come to 
know and love or hate — this is an 
exercise worth undertaking for a 
couple reasons. One, many of this 
city's power brokers are people of 
faith. And two, because morality 
still matters, maybe more than 
ever in these heady times of myo¬ 
pic, buccaneering capitalism, it's 
worth discussing the moral frame¬ 
work that we've inherited. 

Let's start with a clear truth: 


Jesus was a socialist. He was one 
the early socialists to have his 
ideology laid out so clearly and at 
such length, calling for the wealthy 
to give away their riches to the 
poor and expect nothing in return, 
not their names on monuments or 
even so much as a thank-you. 

"I tell you the truth, it is hard 
for a rich man to enter the king¬ 
dom of heaven. Again I tell you, it 
is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God," Jesus said in Matthew 19:23. 

San Francisco's namesake, St. 
Francis of Assisi, took that tenet as 
far as it could go, giving away all 
his worldly possessions and join¬ 
ing the poor in the streets of Rome 
and begging in front of churches, 
the kind of homeless person now 
treated with such disdain here. 

Jesus was the guy who "poured 
out the coins of the money-changers 
and overturned their tables," accord¬ 
ing to John 2:13, one of the four 
gospels that chronicle that high-pro¬ 


file clash with the capitalists of his 
day. It was the only time in the Bible 
where Jesus, always a serene and 
resolute fellow, is actually pissed off 
and acting out aggressively. 

San Francisco's religious critics 
love to compare this city to a mod¬ 
ern day Sodom or Gomorrah, the 
cities supposedly destroyed by God 
because of their citizens' wicked 
ways. But on the day we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus, who befriended 
the destitute and the prostitutes 
and the freaks of all kind, it's 
worth remembering that his ire 
was aimed at the greedy rich and 
not the bedraggled poor or the 
animated activists. 

It is those who aspire to good 
socialist values — compassion, integ¬ 
rity, sharing (not renting, which is 
actually what most "sharing econo¬ 
my" companies do), caring for the 
Earth and all its creatures, and yes, 
hard work as well, albeit in service 
of humanity and not personal 
wealth — who most embody the 
true Christmas spirit, sfbg 
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© CLEANPOWERSF STILL MOVING FORWARD 


LEE: PRIORITIZE AFFORDABLE HOUSING 


Dec. 19 marked the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of the Raker Act, federal legisla¬ 
tion that specifically called for San 
Francisco to directly distribute the 
water and electricity generated by the 
O'Shaughnessy Dam to its residents 
and for their benefit. The city does 
so with the water, through the San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission, 
but Pacific Gas & Electric used its 
power and connections to take con¬ 
trol of the electricity and keep it, cor¬ 
rupting the political system for nearly 
a century in the process. 

"The result: San Francisco has 
paid through the nose to PG&E for 
its power and the city loses about 
$30 million a year in profits it would 
get from a public system," journalist 
J.B. Neilands wrote in the March 27, 
1969, issue of the Bay Guardian, the 
first of dozens of stories we've writ¬ 
ten on the topic, spanning many 
unsuccessful public power cam¬ 
paigns, each one dominated by mil¬ 
lions of dollars in PG&E spending. 

Meanwhile, San Francisco's long¬ 
standing effort to develop a municipal 
renewable energy program has been 


stymied by politics, but certain aspects 
of the plan are advancing nevertheless. 

At a Dec. 13 meeting of the Local 
Agency Formation Commission 
(LAFCo), a committee comprised of 
members of the Board of Supervisors 
that has been working to devel¬ 
op CleanPowerSF for years, Sup. 
London Breed called for putting out 
a Request for Proposals to develop a 
concrete plan for building out local 
renewable energy infrastructure. 
LAFCo adopted the motion. 

With plans for solar panel arrays 
or wind power facilities that would 
generate hundreds of megawatts of 
electricity for the municipal ener¬ 
gy program, the build-out is a key 
aspect of the plan that could lead 
to job creation and stable electricity 
rates in the long term. 

Earlier this year, mayoral 
appointees of the San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission refused 
to approve a not-to-exceed rate for 
the program, effectively obstructing 
any forward progress. 

"This does not get around the 
political problem we have," said 


Eric Brooks, a longtime advocate of 
CleanPowerSF. "On Aug. 13, from [the 
SFPUC's] standpoint, they put the 
program on hold." Nevertheless, "the 
idea is to work on all the other things, 
and get those things done." 

Project proponents plan 
to bring on a consul¬ 
tant to hash out more 
tangible goals with 
regard to job creation, 
and then use those 
shovel-ready plans to 
bring trade unions on 
board. 

The politi¬ 
cal pressure against 
CleanPowerSF, fueled by 
groups associated with PG&E in 
political alignment with Mayor Ed 
Lee, is formidable. Yet Breed and 
others remain undeterred. "We 
want labor to be a partner on this,' 
Breed told the Bay Guardian. "We 
want to make sure that it's clear, and 
more importantly, we want it to be 
a strong proposal.... My goal is to 
make it difficult for them to oppose 
it." (Rebecca Bowe and Steven T. Jones) 


Mayor Ed Lee announced an 
executive directive on Dec. 18 
for all San Francisco government 
departments with a hand in hous¬ 
ing development, to prioritize 
construction of affordable units. 
The Department of 
Building Inspection, 
Mayor's Office of 
Housing, Planning 
Department, and 
others have all been 
directed to tailor their 
activities to the direc¬ 
tive — a stark indica¬ 
tor of just how potent 
this issue has become 
after months of high-profile 
evictions and progressive organiz¬ 
ing and demonstrations. 

"It isn't always on the private 
sector, we've got to have a stake in 
the action as well," Lee told report¬ 
ers. "(San Francisco) is expensive. 
But we don't have to accept it. We 
can do something." 

With the tech-fueled housing 
crisis pricing out San Franciscans 
left and right, and Ellis Act evic¬ 


tions surging 170 percent in the 
last three years, the city is in dire 
need of housing help. But as pro¬ 
gressives have noted before, you 
can't simply build your way out of 
this crisis, as Lee acknowledged. 

"The other part of this direc¬ 
tive is to also get the other depart¬ 
ments to work with me and the pri¬ 
vate sector to build more housing 
in all the different spectrums, and 
middle class housing," Lee said. 

Peter Cohen, co-director of the 
Council of Community Housing 
Organizations, said Lee's plan 
sounded like a step in the right 
direction. "The proof's in the pud¬ 
ding, of course," he said. "It's the 
kind of directive that I wish, hon¬ 
estly, would come out a year ago. 
The answer has been, let's keep 
building and hope it fixes itself." 

Lee made his announcement at 
the nearly finished Natoma Family 
Apartments, a new affordable hous¬ 
ing development. The building 
will have 60 units. The number of 
people who applied to live there? 
2,806. (Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez) 



Caring 
for our 
community 
one patient 
at a time. 


leadership 

integrit 


service 


* 




compassio 

community 





2033 ©sod 


Same caring staff ■ Same quality products ■ New location 


10 SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN 


OPINION 

NEWS 

FOOD + DRINK 

THE SELECTOR 

MUSIC 

ARTS + CULTURE 

FILM 

CLASSIFIEDS 




























NEWS 


ON A TYPICAL NIGHT, 80 PEOPLE REST IN CHAIRS AT THIS BAYVIEW DROP-IN CENTER NEXT DOOR TO THE SITE OF A PROPOSED 100-BED SHELTER. 

PHOTO BY XOCHITL BERNADETTE MORENO 



Homeless for the holidays 

Changing demographics in the Bayview complicate city efforts to open a shelter there 


BYYAEL CHANOFF 

news@sfbg.com 

NEWS As temperatures dropped in 
recent weeks, those who care for San 
Francisco's homeless snapped into 
action. 

Shelters stopped requiring reser¬ 
vations, making any beds still open 
after 8pm available to anyone who 
needed them. General Hospital's 
emergency room treated the annual 
uptick of hypothermia cases, work¬ 
ing closely with the city's Homeless 
Outreach Team. Seven people in 
the Bay Area died as a result of cold 
weather in the last month — merci¬ 
fully, none in San Francisco. 

"Just one homeless person 
passing from being cold is way too 
many," Carol Domino, program 
director at Mother Brown's Drop-In 
Center, told the Guardian. 

When the cold hit, Mother 
Brown's staff could be found scout¬ 
ing encampments near its location 
in Bayview. Besides a respite from 
the weather, it offers bathrooms, 
showers, access to case management 
services, and other resources, as well 
as two hot meals a day in its dining 
room. But there's one thing it can't 
offer: a warm bed. 

But that may change. A proposal 
for a 100-bed homeless shelter next 
door to Mother Brown's gained polit¬ 
ical footing this year, despite contro¬ 
versy and a divided neighborhood. 

SHELTER IN BAYVIEW 

Behind the shelter effort is Gwendolyn 
Westbrook, director of the United 
Council of Human Services. 

Westbrook says the idea didn't 
come from her, but from Barbara J. 
"Mother" Brown, the local legend 
who served hot meals out of the back 
of a Cadillac Seville before founding 
Bayview Hope Homeless Resource 
Center and Mother Brown's Dining 
Room in 2001. 

"People have come in here 
needing a place to sleep for as long 
as it's been open," Westbrook said. 
Brown's solution was to set out fold¬ 
ing chairs where people could sleep. 
Nowadays, 80 people rest in the 
chairs on a typical night. 

Before Brown died in 2005, 
Westbrook remembers, she made it 
clear to her successor how much she 
wanted shelter beds where clients 
could lie down. 

Of her clients, Westbrook says, 
"it's a lot of people who are from 
this area, grew up in this area. Some 
people never leave this district. 

Their homes might have gone into 
foreclosure, or somebody died that 
set them back and triggered some¬ 
thing mentally, and now they're on 


the street. So this is a safe haven for 
them. This is a place where they can 
come and just relax." 

Even as the cost of living soars 
and the neighborhood changes, 
Westbrook says, her clients hold on. 

"Most of our clients won't leave 
the Bayview," she said. "Some of 
them have told me, 'well if I die, just 
cremate me and put my ashes up on 
Third Street. Spread them on Third 
Street.' That's how much they love 
this neighborhood." 

Human Services Agency (HSA) 
director Trent Rhorer witnessed the 
chair arrangement during an August 
2011 visit to Mother Brown's. He 
called the sight "simply not accept¬ 
able from a view of humanity." 

When Rhorer learned that a ware¬ 
house next door had recently been 
put up for rent, the shelter idea was 
born. The HSA applied for a forgiv¬ 
able loan from the state's Emergency 
Housing and Assistance Program 
(EHAP). In January 2012, the project 
was approved for $978,000. 

On Nov. 19, the Board of 
Supervisors voted to accept the 
grant, and on Dec. 10, it assigned 
the next two steps: city adoption 
of the lease for the property and 
creation of a special use district. The 
rezoning could take six months to 
a year at the Planning Commission, 
and if the shelter ultimately goes 
through, construction is not likely 
to begin before 2015. 

Until then, shelter options in 
Bayview-Hunters Point will stay slim. 


There is no single adult shelter with 
beds in the neighborhood. The closest 
thing is Providence Baptist Church at 
1601 McKinnon. There, the staff lays 
out mats on the gym floor each night. 

"In Bayview-Hunters Point, 
that's it. Providence is the shelter," 
said Nick Kimura, shelter client 
advocate with the San Francisco 
Coalition on Homelessness. 

In Mayor Ed Lee's 2013 State 
of the City address, he said he was 
"proud to support" efforts to expand 
services for the homeless in Bayview 
— specifically "Sup. Cohen's effort, 
aided by a federal grant — to build a 
new 100-bed shelter." 

The only problem: that was the 
first Cohen said she had heard of it. 

"My first concern was how the 
proposal came about," Cohen told 
us. "I wasn't made aware of it until it 
was announced." 

SHIFTING POLITICS 

After Lee's announcement, there 
were two community meetings, one 
in March at the police station and 
one in April at the YMCA. The idea 
gained support from the Southeast 
Community Facility Commission 
and the San Francisco branch of the 
NAACP. 

A wave of opposition also grew, 
including the neighborhood organi¬ 
zation Bayview Residents Improving 
Their Environment (BRITE), and a 
handful of businesses led by David 
Eisenberg, president of Micro- 
Tracers, a food testing company next 


door to Mother Brown's. 

On July 16, Cohen herself came 
out against the shelter. Cohen said her 
decision came after "meeting with res¬ 
idents about their concerns and fears." 

Neighborhood residents are a 
shifting demographic. The African 
American population has declined 
by 10 percent since Mother Brown's 
was founded in 2001. The Asian 
population increased slightly in the 
same time period, and the white 
population has more than doubled. 

Homelessness in the neighbor¬ 
hood has also increased. According 
to the city's biannual homeless 
count, the number hovered around 
400 until January 2011, when 
the number jumped to 1,151. It 
had 1,278 homeless people in 2013. 

After Cohen declared her oppo¬ 
sition, the meetings went back 
behind closed doors. In September, 
David Curto, director of contracts at 
the HSA, said that " [city homeless 
czar] Bevan Dufty and other folks 
in the Mayor's Office are trying to 
revive it." On Oct. 9, Lee met with a 
group of neighbors. And on Oct 30, 
the shelter proposal made its public 
reappearance. 

Sups. John Avalos, Eric Mar, and 
Mark Farrell of the city's Budget and 
Finance Committee heard the issue. 
They were tasked with voting on 
whether to accept the EHAP loan, 
a question that would be put to the 
Board of Supervisors if it passed. 

Out in the gallery, the two 
sides sat divided down the aisle like 


squabbling families at a wedding. 
House left were the shelter's support¬ 
ers, a mix of residents and commu¬ 
nity leaders and the staff of Mother 
Brown's and their clients, some with 
their shoes pulled on only halfway 
over feet swollen from sleeping in 
their chairs. On the right, BRITE 
members, an ad hoc group called 
Protect MLK Pool and Playground, 
Eisenberg, and other community 
members in opposition. 

The shelter became a vehicle 
for a debate about larger changes 
in Bayview. BRITE member David 
Armagnac saw no need for shelter 
beds in the neighborhood that he has 
"seen transform and emerge into an 
ever-increasing vibrant area." Bayview 
business owner Carla Eagleton 
wanted economic and quality of 
life impact reports on the proposed 
shelters "as it relates to the city's only 
remaining blue collar industrial area, 
MLK Park, surrounding neighbor¬ 
hoods and the Third Street corridor, 
which the city of San Francisco has 
spent billions of dollars to revitalize." 

Meanwhile, resident Sandie 
Thompson testified that "for you 
guys to move in and make yourself 
comfortable," many of her neigh¬ 
bors have been displaced. "Make the 
homeless comfortable, just like you 
guys are making yourself comfort¬ 
able, because they need a place too," 
Thompson said. 

A client of Mother Brown's 
talked about being homeless in the 
neighborhood her family had been 
in for generations. "My grandpar¬ 
ents are the ones that migrated from 
the South, that came up here to 
work on those shipyards," she said. 
"Think about that parent who is 
working at McDonald's, or working 
a low, minimum-wage job. They 
can't afford the new housing that's 
coming in, that's being developed. 
Yes, we love it. We love to look at 
the property that we cannot live in." 

Both sides made passionate pleas, 
but shelter supporters won over the 
Budget and Finance Committee. 

"It's very rare that I get moved 
from hearing public comment. I 
hear a lot of public comment, and 
sometimes I feel like my heart is 
hardened to everything. But not 
today," Avalos said. 

Farrell agreed: "It's rare that you 
get touched here, because we do 
hear so much public comment all 
the time. And the personal stories 
are pretty incredible." 

INSIDE MOTHER BROWN’S 

Inside Mother Brown's cool blue walls, 
there's no shortage of incredible per¬ 
sonal stories. Lonnel McCall took a 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 13 » 
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BY REED NELSON 

news@sfbg.com 

NEWS It used to be rare to see dogs 
in restaurants — which many peo¬ 
ple see as gross and the health codes 
don't allow — but not anymore. 

It's an increasingly common sight 
to see dogs in Bay Area restaurants, 
grocery stores, bars, and other busi¬ 
nesses that traditionally haven't 
allowed them. 

Call it part of our love affair 
with canines, a loophole in medical 
privacy laws that stymies inqui¬ 
ries into whether Fido is a service 
dog needed for some ailment, or a 
manifestation of some people's enti¬ 
tlement issues, but more and more 
pet owners see no problem with 
bringing their dogs to the dinner or 
lunch table. 

Some have even angrily defend¬ 
ed their supposed right to do so 
when confronted. 

The city estimates there are 
about 120,000 dogs living in 
San Francisco, which equates to 
almost one dog per seven people. 
Sometimes it seems like even more 
than that given how omnipresent 
dogs seem to be, popping in places 
that used to be off-limits to them, 
such as restaurants. 

Some people now see restau¬ 
rants as dog-friendly zones, but 
they're not, and for good reason. 
Due to public health concerns, 
dogs are banned by federal law 
from any establishment that serves 
or handles food. 

The lone caveat to that rule is 
provided by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), and it allows 
those who need service dogs to 
have them at all times, overriding 
the aforementioned policy estab¬ 
lished by the US Food and Drug 
Administration. The existence of the 
caveat isn't really a problem — ser¬ 
vice dogs are necessary, helpful, and 
are highly trained animals — but 
the loophole it provides is. 

That loophole allows regular, 
untrained folks to take regular, 
untrained dogs into restaurants 
under the guise of service. 

"Under those provisions, restau¬ 
rants are somewhat limited in that 
they can't be too forceful in their 
line of questioning," said Angelica 
Pappas, communications manag¬ 
er at the California Restaurants 
Association (CRA). "So I think that 
some people who want to bring 
their dogs know that and might 
think that they can get around the 
law that way." 

And in San Francisco, the trend 
is particularly pronounced, creat¬ 
ing a problem for those who work 



Dogs in restaurants are more common than ever, 

despite being illegal for mere pets, a trend that service dog owners don’t like 


in restaurants. 

"The most obvious issue you 
see [when a dog is in a restaurant] is 
cross contamination," said Terrence 
Hong, senior environmental 
inspector with the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health. "A 
food handler might pet a cute dog, 
for instance, where service dog 
handlers go through training them¬ 
selves and are more prepared for 
that situation." 

Food can be contaminated with 
fecal bacteria — something many 
dogs just love to roll around in — 
in addition to just the unsightly 
hairs ending up in people's meals. 
The US Centers for Disease Control 
estimates that one in six people 
(about 48 million) are sickened by 
food-borne illness each year. Of 
those, 128,000 are hospitalized and 
3,000 die, according to the CDC's 
last comprehensive study of the 
issue in 2011. 

"Safety, too, is an issue," Pappas 
said. "There's no guarantee that all 
these dogs are well-trained and even 
having them on a patio is really no 
different than having them inside 
when it comes to that." 

Florida became the first state to 
allow non-service dogs in outdoors 
seating areas in restaurants in 2006, 
and California had followed the lead 
of the Sunshine State by 2012. 

"But the application of those 


laws is far more difficult than the 
black and white on a piece of paper," 
Hong says. 

The ADA — the same law that 
allows service dogs to enter restau¬ 
rants — is proving to be one of the 
biggest obstacles when it comes to 
identifying the fakes. The language 
in the ADA states that anyone enter- 


"IT'S CONSIDERED 
A FEDERAL OFFENSE 
TO MISREPRESENT 
YOUR PET AS A 
SERVICE ANIMAL, 
BUT YOU CAN ORDER 
A SUPER-OFFICIAL 
LOOKING VEST OFF 
THE INTERNET.” 


ing a business with a dog claiming 
to be a service animal can be asked 
only two questions: Is the dog a ser¬ 
vice dog? What task is it trained to 
do for you? 

Business owners can't ask a per¬ 
son in question for identification, 


because no federally or municipally 
approved uniform identifier exists, 
according to Hong. They can't 
ask what a customer's ailment is, 
because that question violates a pri¬ 
vacy clause in the ADA. 

DOGS EVERYWHERE 

While the restaurants are being 
unlawfully infiltrated, other areas 
around the city are experiencing atyp¬ 
ical levels of canine traffic as well. 

Buses? Sure, why not. As long as 
your dog has a muzzle, it can legally 
take part in the herkiest, jerkiest, 
most claustrophobic ride available 
in the Muni playground, at least 
according to the unbothered gen¬ 
tleman with his dog on the 47-Van 
Ness bus on a recent Saturday. 

Cabs? Hop on in, Rover. The 
mall? Every dog could use an after¬ 
noon at Michael Kors. Grocery 
stores? Screw the food handling 
laws, dogs gotta eat too. 

And if someone gets in the way 
of you and your pet canine's umbili¬ 
cal relationship? Just claim it's a ser¬ 
vice dog. Sure, it's considered a feder¬ 
al offense to misrepresent your pet as 
a service animal, but you can order 
a super-official looking vest off the 
Internet easier than you can order a 
book from Amazon. The malfeasance 
is also nearly impossible to report. 

Thus, the misrepresentation of 
service dogs is a rapidly growing prob¬ 


lem, and one that seems to be trivial¬ 
ized by a large number of people. 

Unfortunately for those who 
need legitimate service dogs, Hong 
said the general public has offered 
little opposition to the fakes. He 
said that there is no exact figure for 
dog-related complaints, because they 
don't consolidate them, but he also 
noted that many people are reluc¬ 
tant to speak out against the malfea¬ 
sant dog owners. 

Whether it's because they think 
the business owners will handle the 
complaint (they won't, according 
to the CRA) or if they are just pri¬ 
vately, rather than publicly, opposed 
to the trend (which Hong had said 
he thinks people are), it still leaves 
the owners of real service dogs in a 
tough place. 

"We've been affected many 
times by fake service dogs," said 
Wallis Brozman, service dog owner 
from Corporate Advancement 
Assistant for Canine Companions for 
Independence, a service dog training 
academy in Santa Rosa. "It's hap¬ 
pened to us everywhere, we've been 
attacked right outside of restaurants. 
We've been denied service at restau¬ 
rants, denied service at hotels." 

Brozman says that she has been 
denied service at those institutions 
expressly because of the bad name 
that poorly trained service dogs 
have given to the whole industry. 

But Brozman needs her dog. She 
uses a manual wheelchair full-time 
due to a condition called dystonia, a 
neurological movement disorder that 
causes extremely painful and invol¬ 
untary muscle contractions. Even 
with her condition, she says that she 
has been made to pay pet deposits 
in hotels, even though her dog isn't 
even classified as a "pet" by the ADA. 

And Caspin, Brozman's dog, is 
definitely not a pet. He understands 
both Sign Language and English, 
making him a bilingual dog (and 
more linguistically savvy than this 
writer). He's been trained to stay 
calm in loud, obnoxious public 
settings. He can pick up anything 
Brozman might drop. He's a talented 
dog, but he's no pet. 

NOT JUST PETS 

According to the California Penal 
Code Section 365.5, a "service dog 
means any dog individually trained 
to do work or perform tasks for the 
benefit of an individual with a dis¬ 
ability, including, but not limited 
to, minimal protection work, rescue 
work, pulling a wheelchair, or fetch¬ 
ing dropped items." 

Service dogs not only provide 
assistance when necessary, but they 
provide their handlers with a sense 
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of autonomy that they can't achieve 
through other means. That's why 
service dogs were included in the 
ADA of 1990. 

It was a huge victory for the 
people who really need service dogs, 
like Brozman, for instance, or war 
veterans suffering from post-trau¬ 
matic stress syndrome. One of the 
prescribed treatments for PTSD vic¬ 
tims happens to be the presence of a 
service dog. 

"It can cost us $5,000 to train 
these dogs for veterans," said Robert 
Misseri, president of a service 
dog training organization called 
Guardians of Rescue. "Poorly behaved 
dogs make things more difficult for 
the vets who need our dogs." 

But the benefits of owning a 
service dog can be voided in a hurry 
if the dog encounters another dog 
without the same composure, train¬ 
ing, and restraint. 

"Our graduates have been bitten 
by dogs in public, provoked, and 
mistreated by other dogs," said Angie 
Schact, an instructor at Canine 
Companions for Independence, a 
program that requires a minimum 
six-month program for their grad¬ 
uates. "They have gone through so 
much more training than the aver¬ 
age dog. We've raised the issue with 
the Department of Justice. We're 
serious." 

But when the ADA was orig¬ 
inally drafted, according to Paul 
Bowskill, general manager of 
ServiceDogsAmerica.com, it "pro¬ 
vided for very few mental disabil¬ 
ities. Most of the qualifying dis¬ 
abilities at the time were physical 
and [visible]." 

After the ADA was passed, 
guidelines were expanded to include 
mental illness and seizure risk, in 
addition to physical ailment, so 
visual cues became far less notable. 

"You can't tell if someone needs 
a service dog now," said Bowskill. 
"The law was written so you can 
train your own service dog, and by 
law, you don't need an ID." 

And as we, as a culture, become 
even more accustomed to steady 
streams of "Sure you can!" responses 
and discomfort demolishing inven¬ 
tions, our reluctance to leave pets 
behind is only trending upwards. 

But for service dog owners just try¬ 
ing to lead an autonomous existence 
and those patrons simply tired of 
seeing dogs in places previously for¬ 
bidden, it's a scary thought. 

"Sometimes, [people] just 
assume that my service dog is a 
fake," said Brozman. "I explain 
to people again and again, and I 
show them that my dog is perfectly 
trained and there to help me, yet 
people still stigmatize us." sfbg 


FOR MORE NEWS CONTENT VISIT 

SFBG.COM/POLITICS ^ 

HOMELESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
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break from helping to cook dinner at 
Mother Brown's kitchen to describe 
what the place has meant for him. 

"I didn't have nothing, not even 
ambitions. I felt I was a loser. I had 
no self-esteem," he remembers. "I 
was smoking crack under the bridge 
and all that stuff." 

He now has a job as a hotel chef 
and lives in a HOPE House home. He 
rolled up his sleeves to reveal cuts 
and burns, the battle scars of a chef. 

"These are my cook wounds," he 
said, "instead of dope wounds." 

But for a period, McCall slept in 
the chairs. "It's hard. Your ankles 
swell up," he said. 

Wade Verdun also slept in the 
chairs and went through HOPE House. 

"I've got my own place now, got 
my own car. I'm no longer on drugs. 
And I've got a two-year-old son," 
Verdun said. 

"This place saved my life, to tell 
you the truth." Smiling, he patted 
his belly. "I've never been this fat. 
Trust me." 

If the shelter does get built, 
Westbrook hopes, it can lead to 
more happy endings like McCall's 
and Verdun's. 

There are already too many sad 
stories. On Dec. 19, candles lit the 
dusk in front of City Hall in a vigil 
for the homeless people who have 
died in San Francisco. 

The vigil was organized by Night 
Ministry, a crisis intervention and 
counseling service that operates on 
Cathedral Hill from 10pm to 4am. 
Reverend Lyle Beckman, director of 
Night Ministry, said that he got the 
names of 22 deceased homeless peo¬ 
ple from the Department of Public 
Health, but knew it was low. During 
the vigil, attendants came forward 
with the names of more dead, until 
the number reached more than 70. 

Beckman said the crisis line gets 
busy this time of year. "We always 
see more conversations around hol¬ 
iday time," he said. "When people 
have memories of it being a family 
time and then they're not connect¬ 
ed with their family in some way, it 
can bring isolation and loneliness." 

In a city of chosen families, 
Mother Brown's "children" have 
found a way to heal that kind of 
loneliness. Perhaps McCall put it best 
when he described the first time he 
came back to his native Bayview and 
found Mother Brown's after decades 
of isolation. "When I came in through 
the door — this is God's truth — I felt 
like I was at home," he said. 

Soon, people like McCall may 
find a bed, too, when they walk 
through that door. Maybe for 
Christmas 2015. sfbg 
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Join Us in Santa Barbara for a One-Day 
Introduction to Pacifica's Degree Programs 


The 


Experience 


Explore America's Foremost School of Depth Psychology 


The day-long event includes FRIDAY, JAN. 17 
classroom presentations, 

meetings on degree programs, detailed information 
on admissions and financial aid, campus tours, and 
time to interact with faculty, students, and staff. 


The $60 registration includes breakfast, lunch, 
and a $25 gift certificate at the Pacifica Bookstore. 
Register at pacifica.edu/experience 
or call 805.369.3626, ext. 103 


f’ill® 

, - - • : 
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Participants in the January 17 
Pacifica Experience will receive 
half-price admission to: 

' y||g| The Lost and 
y Recovered Soul in 

the Psychotherapy 
of Early Trauma 

A Workshop with Jungian 
psychoanalyst and celebrated 
author Donald Kalsched 

Friday and Saturday, Jan. 17 and 18. 
With this offer the $300 workshop 
admission fee is reduced to $150. 


PACIFICA 

GRADUATE INSTITUTE 

249 LAMBERT ROAD, CARPINTERIA, CA 93013 

Engage with us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/pacificacommunity 
Request a copy of the Pacifica Viewbook 
at pacifica.edu/info 


Pacifica is an accredited graduate school with 
two campuses near Santa Barbara offering 
masters and doctoral degrees in psychology, 
the humanities, and mythological studies. 

Pacifica is accredited by the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges 
(WASC). For U.S. Dept, of Education Gainful 
Employment Information, visit pacifica.edu/ 
GainfulEmployment. 
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BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 


Bay Guardian 
"Best of the Bay" 

1998,1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 
2009, 2012, 2013 
• OPEN EVERYDAY • 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 

Come visit our newest location: 

3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 



Stay For A Show 


Located in the Fillmore District 

World-Class Live Music 
+ Michelin-Rated Japanese Cuisine 


SAN FRANCISCO 





Mission: Valencia & 23rd St 
(BART 24th/Mission) 

Haight St. west of Ashbury 
Berkeley: Telegraph Ave 
north of Parker 
BuffaloExchange.com 

#iFoundThisAtBX 
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Mole £2? mezcal 

Sabrosa serves up sophisticated Mexican dishes and drinks 


BY KAYLEN BAKER 

arts@sfbg.com 

FOOD Roughly a month after Sabrosa 
opened its tinted doors to flocks of 
the rarer type of Marina patron — one 
hungry for trend-pushing, flavor-for¬ 
ward cuisine — word got out that the 
plates outshine the cocktails at this 
upscale Mexican restaurant and bar. 

With Chef Jose Ramos of 
Nopalito at the stove, braising up a 
mole-darkened storm of costilla de 
puerco, it's easy to taste why. The con- 
fit pork short ribs slid off the bone 
with more ease than it took to scoop 
up mashed plantains. The Veracruzan 
Xico mole intertwined spices sweet, 
savory, and earthy all at once, imbib¬ 
ing the meat with a moisture so 
viscous (and I say this with only the 
highest compliments) that I mistook 
myself for an earthworm and the 
mole for luscious mud. I wanted to 
bottle it and drink it through a straw. 

Ramos' dishes manifest from 
memories of growing up as a child on 
a small farm in Guanajuato, Mexico. 
Recipes taught by his mother, aunt, 
and grandmother surface on the 
menu, recast as gourmet. The food 
captures a cultural authenticity of 
various regions of Mexico while 
contributing to the newest trend in 
local eateries: high-end Mexican. 
Much like the decades-old "California 
Cuisine" pioneered by Alice Waters, 
this modern twist on Mexican cook¬ 
ing conjures up a vision of authentici¬ 
ty while keeping a cactus-like claw on 
top of the fine dining scene. 

Take the salpicon de jaiba , where 
Dungeness crab, chayote squash, car¬ 
rots, onions, and watermelon radish 
meld in a kindling of colorful citrus 
slivers over a turf of guacamole. The 
dish contains recognizably Mexican 
elements (guacamole, lime) and 
familiar American favorites (crab, 
squash). Yet it also carries hidden fla¬ 
vors — or perhaps creates new ones 
— through the pairing of exquisite 
ingredients and techniques. 


Chef Ramos was busy the night 
I was invited to visit. The most I 
glimpsed of him appeared in the 
bright green of my salad, which 
masqueraded briefly as bell peppers, 
until a slight squish between teeth 
gave way to delightfully slick, cured 
nopales amid buttery avocado and 
sprinkles of cotija cheese. The fresh 
flavor combination reminded me of 
my own father's home-style Mexican 
cooking — though neither my home 
nor my father are Mexican. 

Matt Stanton, the bar manager, 
sat down to chat. After opening El 
Dorado Cocktail Lounge and the 
Noble Experiment with his brothers in 
San Diego, Stanton took on the chal¬ 
lenge of playing matchmaker between 
drinks and food at Sabrosa, a position 
that could be likened to the role of 
connective tissue in a human body. 

First, Stanton had to match the 
precedence of cocktails set by the pre¬ 
vious booze-focused venues of own¬ 
ers Hugo Gamboa, Adam Snyder, and 
Andy Wasserman. Next, he needed to 
create a drink menu that would high¬ 
light Ramos' cooking — even create 
a sort of alcoholic baptism between 
the varying topographies of the aperi- 
tivos, barra fria, tacos y quesedillas, and 
entradas. Trickiest of all, he hoped to 
push past the boundaries of swinging 
saloon doors and run with his ideas, 
all the while holding hands with the 
traditional taste buds of the Marina. 

"People love their vodka sodas 
down here," said Stanton. "But that 
doesn't mean the neighborhood 
isn't ready to get more adventur¬ 
ous." Rather than create something 
revolutionary, he decided to elevate 
classic cocktails using fresh juices 
and house-made syrups and gren¬ 
adines. Next, Stanton incorporated 
ingredients into the bar that Ramos 
used in the kitchen, allowing the 
drink to lead diners into their meals. 
The Fillmore Anejo cocktail guides 
your palate into spicy dishes through 
morita chile-infused honey. With the 
Macho Margarita, a jalapeno gets lit 
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FEAST YOUR EYES 
ON SABROSA’S 
COCKTAILS, EATS. 

PHOTOS BY WES ROWE 


on fire, then submerged into pueblo 
viejo bianco, topped with fresh lime, 
and ringed with cracked salt. 

Most of the drinks featured tequi¬ 
la or mezcal, the latter a distillation 
of agave that many people aren't yet 
familiar with. Most who've encoun¬ 
tered mezcal have drunk a cheap, 
corn syrup-saturated variety, to which 
Stanton said, "you might as well stir it 
with your foot." (Tip: to test the quali¬ 
ty of mezcal, shake the bottle. Bubbles 
should slowly turn to pearls that cling 
to the glass, and take a long time to 
disperse.) So Stanton worked on a 
few introductory cocktails that would 
warm diners up to mezcal. 

Bartender Adrian Vazquez, how¬ 
ever, swore that mezcal is best sipped 
on its own, the same way it's drunk in 
Mexican homes for mystic, medic, and 
aphrodisiac reasons. Vazquez first gave 
a salutation to the gods — “Dixeebel” 
— then began our mezcal tasting. 

Mezcal is made from many dif¬ 
ferent types of agave (not just blue 
agave, where tequila begins), and is 
roasted for about five days. The proofs 
range wildly, as does each flavor. A 42 
percent mezcal from an espadin agave 
grown in the mountains tasted smoky, 
floral, and pungent, while a 47.8 per¬ 
cent espadin tasted oily and dry from 
the desert air where it was grown. A 
third mezcal, smelling of leather, came 
from a white mountain agave called 
tobala that grew, as Vazquez put it in 
his soft accent, "under the shadow." 

When I slipped out of Sabrosa 
and into the shadows that night, I 
couldn't decide which had impressed 
more: Ramos' dishes or my new¬ 
found taste for mezcal. sfbg 

SABROSA 

Open daily, llam-3:30pm (lunch), 5:30- 

11pm (dinner), bar till 2am 

Weekend brunch 10am-3:30pm 

3200 Fillmore, SF 

(415) 638-6500 

www.sabrosasf.com 


317 Sanchez St @ 16th 
San Francisco 

415.558.8149 


FULL BAR 

WITH WEEKLY ROTATING 
DRAFT SPECIALS 
CRAFT & IMPORT BOTTLES 



FOOD & BEVERAGE CO. 

SF TRADITION FOR 60+YEARS! 
1101 GEARY BLVD 
(415) 775-4216 

WWW.TOMMYSJOYNT.COM 

PARK FREE FOR I HOUR © AMC 


UNIVERSAL 


cafe 


^Jdoliduy ^IdJeeL 

Open regular hours December 26th-29th 

'IAAJ- 77ri / / :30ccm-2: / 5fom 

Special New Year’s Day Brunch 10am-3pm 


2814 19TH ST./BRYANT 
821-4608 
universalcafe.net 





SF 



Mikkeller BAR 


42 TAPS & SPECIALIZED BOTTLE 
SELECTION FROM THE BEST 
BREWERIES IN THE WORLD 

OPEN EVERYDAY AT 12 
KITCHEN OPEN TILL 11PM 

34 MASON STREET, SF 
(415)984-0279 
www.mikkellerbar.com 
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LATIN BISTRO | 

INTRODUCING OUR CEVICHE & OYSTER BAR 


By ; 
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4230 18TH ST, SAN FRANCISCO, 
CA 94114 • 415.525.4921 
WWW.CAFELATAZA.COM 

BREAKFAST • 


LUNCH 


MON-THU 7AM-9PM 
FRI-SAT 7AM-10PM 
SUN 7AM-3PM 


DINNER 




NEW YEAR 


EVE 


C9 
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09 
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LET 

LOVE 

BLOOM 
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MARKUS 

PUNK, SCHULZ 

/S\ bingo, 

vVplAYERS 
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POPNYE.COM 

AGES 18+ II 6PM - 2AM 


ARENA 

OAKLAND, CA 
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I “CONDESCENDING 

FT 1 W0NKA " 


WEDNESDAY 12/25 

# CONTEMPORARY 
JEWISH MUSEUM 
COMMUNITY DAY 

For those who don't celebrate 
Christmas (and for those who 
do, but know the kids will have 
ripped through their Santa har¬ 
vest and be climbing the walls 
by noon), the Contemporary 
Jewish Museum opens its doors 
for its annual free Community 
Day. Here's your chance to check 
out new exhibit “Frog and Toad 
and the World of Arnold Lobel," 
filled with illustrations from 
Lobel's gentle tales, including 
1970's Caldecott Honor-winning 
Frog and Toad are Friends. In addi¬ 
tion, there'll be a “Frog and Toad 
Studio'' for crafting character pup¬ 
pets, and performances by pup¬ 
pet-wielding group the Pop Ups 
(at 11:30am, 1pm, and 2:30pm; 
space limited, with tickets avail¬ 
able on a first-come, first-serve 
basis). (Cheryl Eddy) 
llam-4pm, free 
Contemporary Jewish Museum 
736 Mission, SF 
www.thecjm.org 


THURSDAY 12/26 

$ KWANZAA 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Celebrate the seven principles of 
Kwanzaa — unity, self-determina¬ 
tion, collective work and respon¬ 
sibility, cooperative economics, 
purpose, creativity, and faith — at 
San Francisco's eighth annual 
honoring of the week-long hol¬ 
iday. Each event takes place at a 
different venue (most are in either 
the Fillmore or Bayview neigh¬ 
borhoods), and each will feature 



both candle-lighting ceremony 
and live entertainment, with an 
eclectic array that includes a reg¬ 
gae band, spoken word artists, a 



gospel choir, dance performers, 
and more. (Eddy) 

Through Jan 1, free 

Today, noon 

San Francisco City Flail 

1 Carlton B. Goodlett Place, SF 

Also today, 7pm, West Bay Conference 

Center 

1290 Fillmore, SF 
www.kwanzaasanfrancisco.com 


FRIDAY 12/27 

G BLATZ 

Some know Blatz as an awful, awful 
beer. Others know Blatz as a '90s 
East Bay band. As 924 Gilman rats, 
they played punk that incorporated 
anarcho and crust elements. The 
band existed from 1989 to 1998, and 
the band's pinnacle was a split with 
fellow Gilman-ites Filth — appro¬ 
priately named The Shit Split. Now 
they reunite for one evening of aged 


punk bliss, to support a fellow aging 
punk in his time of need. Mike-0 the 
Psycho, of Filth, has cancer. Tonight, 



Blatz, Special Forces, Death March, 
Aspbergers, and World of Shit take the 
stage to help offset Psycho's medical 
bills. Come help support a Gilman rat 
in need. (Erin Dage) 

With Special Forces, Death March, 
Aspbergers, World of Shit 
7pm, $5-$20 (plus $2 annual 
membership) 

942 Gilman, Berk. 
www.924gilman.org 


© WILLY WONKA & THE 
CHOCOLATE FACTORY 


No, not Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory , the garish 
Tim Burton-Johnny Depp take 
on Roald Dahl's beloved chil¬ 
dren's book. We're talking 'bout 
the 1971 version — scripted by 
Dahl, directed by Mel Stuart, 
and starring Gene Wilder as 
the eccentric, exacting candy 
maker. Wilder's iconic perfor¬ 
mance has proven enduringly 
popular — even spawning 
the versatile “Condescending 
Wonka" meme — but the rest 
of the film (chockablock with 
surreal elements and singing 
Oompa Loompas) holds up 
admirably, too. If you hav¬ 
en't yet checked out a movie 
at the gorgeous, Art Deco 
Paramount, here's your chance. 
Snozzberries never looked (or 



tasted) so good. (Eddy) 
8pm, $5 

Paramount Theatre 
2025 Broadway, Oakl. 
www.ticketmaster.com 


G DEVIL MAKES THREE 

For more than a decade, Santa 
Cruz trio Devil Makes Three has 
blended classic country, ragtime, 
bluegrass, folk, and more with its 
own fiery attitude and approach, 
creating a sound and style that 
captures the magic feel of a dusty 
old 78, but with an immediacy 
and newness that translates from 
records to raucous live shows 
without missing a beat. The band's 
latest album, Fm A Stranger Here, 
was produced by Buddy Miller and 
showcases the group's infectious, 
booze-stained lyrics and American 
roots-influenced music — a potent 
combination that just might lead 
you to think its members made 
some sort of a deal down at the 
crossroads. (Sean McCourt) 

9pm, $25 

Fillmore 

1805 Geary, SF 

www.thefillmore.com 


G “WELL-STRUNG: 

THE SINGING STRING 
QUARTET” 

Hey girl. I know you think you're 
not that into classical music. But 
Mozart's white wig had nothing 
on our slick 'dos. Chopin may have 
owned a pistol, but we've got two 
guns each on our string-caressing 
arms, and they come ready-cocked. 
Vivaldi made music for Four 
Seasons, but the four of us can 
keep you warm all year long, as 
long as you don't mind a little ser¬ 
enading with an accompaniment 
from our violins, viola, and cello. 
How about some Adele? Rihanna? 
Yeah, we can do that with a bow, 
and unlike Legolas, our bows make 
love, not war. Did you know that 
a quartet is just another word for a 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 17 » 
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FRIDAY/27 

CONT» 


foursome? Girl, we ; re Well-Strung, 
and we're, well... strung, so you 
should check us out at Feinstein's 
this weekend. (Kaylen Baker) 
Tonight, 8pm; Sat/28, 7pm, $25-$40 
($20 food and beverage minimum) 
Feinstein’s at the Nikko 
Hotel Nikko, 222 Mason, SF 
www.feinsteinssf.com 


SATURDAY 12/28 

© “AMERICA’S NEXT TOP 
BACHELOR HOUSEWIFE 
CELEBRITY HOARDER 
MAKEOVER STAR GONE 
WILD!” 





0 “CHAMPIONS 
OF MAGIC LIVE!” 

It sure was a busy year for prestidigi¬ 
tation, with high-profile TV appear¬ 
ances by David Blaine and Criss 
Angel, plus films like Now You See 
Me, Deceptive Practice: The Mysteries 
and Mentors of Ricky Jay, and (my 
personal favorite) Magic Camp. But 
nothing can really take the place of 
seeing magic performed live, partic¬ 
ularly when it's done with such skill 
and flourish as the award-winning 
posse collected in this show: SoCaFs 
Christopher Hart and Dana Daniels, 
Las Vegas' Jason Andrews and Mark 
Kornhauser, and SF's own Jade — the 
lone female in the group. If that's not 
enough to lure you, a promo video 
suggests props will include a talking 
dog. Abracadabra, indeed! (Eddy) 
Tonight, 7:30pm; Sun/29, 2pm, $20-$60 
Julia Morgan Theater 
2640 College, Berk 
www.championsofmagiclive.com 


With a show contained under the 
best combo-platter title since 1996 
Wayans brothers classic Don't Be 
a Menace to South Central While 
Drinking Your Juice in the Hood, the 
Kinsey Sicks ("America's Favorite 
Dragapella Beautyshop Quartet") 
return to San 
Francisco to 
celebrate 20 


(which had to instill a "10-drink 
maximum policy in the wake of a 
heckler uprising") is still going strong 
after a decade. Tonight, toast the 
comedy night that hosted early gigs 
by future stars like Reggie Watts and 
Amy Schumer by gathering 'round 


for an all-star gaggle of current CC 
faves: Chris Thayer, Donny Divanian, 
Caitlin Gill, Sean Keane, Jesse Elias, 
Joey Devine, Couples, musical guests 
Freakotronic, and others. Here's to 10 
more years! But not 10 more drinks. At 
least not in one night. (Eddy) 

9pm, $5 
Hemlock Tavern 


years in the comedy-crooning 
biz. Armed with sky-high hair 
and smooth, four-part harmo¬ 
ny, Rachel, Winnie, Trixie, and 
Trampolina negotiate the world of 
reality TV — a topic they can sing 
about with authority, since they 
made a memorable appearance on 
America's Got Talent. This Castro 


the SF Public 


Library, which 
will host a 
Kinsey Sicks 
exhibit next 
year. (Eddy) 
8pm, $25-40 
Castro Theatre 
420 Castro, 

SF 

www.city 
boxoffice. 


com 


OPINION 


gig will feature special guests, plus 
a moderated discussion presented 
by the James C. 
Hormel Gay 
and Lesbian 


Center of 


© CLUB CHUCKLES 
10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
BASH 

Any comedy night founded by 
Hemlock Tavern booker Anthony 
Bedard — keeper of the hilarious @ 
Folder_Rock Twitter account, famed 
for highlighting cringe-worthy 
excerpts from band press releases 
— is destined to be a good time. So 
it's no surprise that Club Chuckles 


1131 Polk, SF 
www.hemlocktavern.com 

SUNDAY 12/29 

© BLAST! 

While many of the early hardcore 
punk bands to emerge from California 
came from established music centers 
and big cities like Los Angeles and 
San Francisco, BL'AST! formed in the 
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early '80s in Santa Cruz, and quickly 
started releasing music on influential 
SST Records. The band ultimately met 
its demise in 1990, and performed a 
handful of reunion shows in 2001 
— but now Bay Area fans have the 
chance to hear new music and see 
the group live once again — original 
members singer Clifford Dinsmore 
and guitarist Mike Neider got back 
together earlier this year and remixed 
a batch of old, unreleased tracks with 
Dave Grohl. The result, released as the 
excellent Blood, found them returning 
in fine, ferocious form. (McCourt) 

With Neurosis, Yob, the Body 
8pm, $30 
Regency Ballroom 
1290 Sutter, SF 
www.theregencyballroom.com 


TUESDAY 12/31 

® JAPANESE NEW 
YEAR’S BELL-RINGING 
CEREMONY 

Tonight, you'll be knocking back 
champers like a champ, but there's 
something to be said for devoting 
some of your pre-debauchery New 
Year's Eve time to quiet reflection. Or 
not-so-quiet reflection, in the case of 
the Asian Art Museum's 28th annual 
ceremonial bell ringing, in which a 
2,100 pound, 16th-century Japanese 
bronze bell clangs loudly 108 times. 
Why the seemingly random number? 
Some Buddhists believe that's the 
number of earthly temptations that 
must be overcome to achieve total 
peace of mind. For everyone else, the 
ceremony is more symbolic; there'll 
be a purification ritual led by Rev. 
Gengo Akiba, followed by a hands- 
on bell bonanza to help participants 
"leave behind the bad experiences, 
wrong deeds, and ill luck of the pre¬ 
vious year." As you might expect, this 
clean-slate opportunity is a popular 
one, so make sure you arrive by noon 
to get a chance to participate. (Eddy) 
ll:30am-l:30pm (arrive by noon), free 
with museum admission $8-$12) 

Asian Art Museum 
200 Larkin, SF 
www.asianart.org sfbg 


The Guardian listingsdeadlineistwo weeks prior 
to our Wednesday publication date. To submitan 
itemforconsideration, please include the title of 
the event, a brief description oftheevent, date 
and time, venue name, streetaddress (listing 
cross streetsonlyisn’tsufficient), city, telephone 
number readers can call for more information, 
telephone numberfor media, and admission costs. 
Send information to Listings, the Guardian, 225 
Bush, 17th Fir., SF, CA94105; oremail (paste 
press release into email body — no attachments, 
please) tolistings@sfbg.com. Digital photos may 
besubmitted in jpegformat; the image must beat 
least 240 dpi and four inches by six inches in size. 
We regret we can not accept listings overthe phone. 
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BY EMILY SAVAGE 

arts@sfbg.com 

TOFU AND WHISKEY If you're like 
me, you'd much rather chug the 
Champagne of Beers straight from 
the can in flower-print stretch pants 
while loud music ricochets through 
your skull than hit a club club on 
New Year's Eve. You're down to 
party, but you want to keep it cheap, 
right? Or at least keep it weird. 

Clearly, the cheapest way to do 
NYE is to hit a house party or an 
underground show. And obvious¬ 
ly, I'm not here to rep those secret 
gems, because, you know, cops and 
party poopers. Go out and find 
those on your own, check Facebook 
feeds and emoji-filled text message 
chains and keep pestering your most 
social friends. 

But there's another option: That 
awesome live show or local bar party 
that, while not so underground, is 
still not a $150 nightmare of sput¬ 
tering randos in a warehouse. These 
are some quality events at which to 
gather your favorites and ring-a-ding- 
ding in 2014. (All take place Tue/31.) 

BL0ND:ISH 

"Hello Earthlings. 

We are just land¬ 
ed." If you really 
want to get down 
on NYE, London- 
via-Montreal duo 
Blond :ish can 
help put you in 
the mood. It's all 
pulsing bass lines 
and feather-thin 
synths leaping 
along, like a beautiful insect just 
pushing forward, following the path 
it's been given and dispensing drips 
and drops along the way, all to the 
all-important beat. Blond :ish comes 
as part of the Mighty Mammoth 
Masquerade, which also includes 
(whoa) visuals, a photo booth, free 
food bites, and the very-important 
midnight Champagne toast. With 
Pink Mammoth resident DJs Gravity, 
Moe Moe, Jonathan Will, and more. 
9pm, $40. Mighty, 119 Utah, SF. www. 
mightyll9.com. 



Tofu’s New Year’s rockin’ Eve 



DANNY BROWN •- 

Weirdo rap forever, am I right? 
There's little more invigorating than 
a Danny Brown cut. The Detroit 
rapper's flows feel like warped 
tickles, his rhymes tight and clev¬ 
er, and his beats fresh and trippy. 

He's ridden the hype train for the 
past few years, and in 2013 played 
Coachella, toured with Baauer and 


Kitty (Pryde), and released Old (Fools 
Gold), the successor to 2011's excel¬ 
lent XXX and 2010 breakout The 
Hybrid. His live 
shows are playful 
and animated, 
that adorable 
gap-toothed 
grin shining like 
a bolt of light 
from the stage, 
quickly hidden 
and then flashed 
again while its 
owner leaps 
and bounces 
along the front, 
spitting words and revving up 
the already-freaking crowd. With 
Flatbush Zombies and Traxamillion. 
9pm, $45. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, SF. 
www. mezzaninesf. com. 

CALEXICO 

Born on the border of the US and 
Mexico, Calexico has long been 
indie rock's dusty, crunchy sidekick, 
blending elements of Americana with 
Latin American style and instru¬ 
ments. As is breathlessly reported 
in every mention of 2012's Algiers, 
the Tucson duo's most recent full- 
length was raised in New Orleans, far 
from the band's origins. But despite 
the total scene change, the album 
stays true to Calexico's comforting 
songwriting prowess and light instru¬ 
mental flourishes, like a pair of dirty, 
perfect-fitting boot cut jeans. Also 
keeping with Calexico tradition, the 
album maintains political undercur¬ 
rents, named after a neighborhood 


in Louisiana that was deeply affected 
by Hurricane Katrina. But beyond 
Algiers, Calexico has a stable of lovely 
albums, notably 2006's Garden Ruin 
and 2008's Carried to Dust. If you 
want to make like John Wayne, or 
even Troy Dyer, consider pulling up 
a stool to Calexico at the Fillmore. 
9pm, $65. Fillmore, 1805 Geary, SF. 
www.thefillmore.com. 


EL ELLE AND GOLD CHAINS •- 

Things will likely get sexy at this 
show: Provocative solo artist El Elle, 
aka Lisa Light of cultish favorites 
Lovemakers (who now splits her time 
between LA and SF), is a showstopper. 
She blends mod style and sonic sub¬ 
stance, analog synth with bass and 
whispery, dreamy vocals, Beyonce- 
slick moves 

— and butts, 
in her video for 
"Heartbeat" — 
and Kate Bush 
organic song¬ 
writing. Or at she 
puts it, "experi¬ 
mental pop/New 
Age dance party." 

Plus, naughty, 
heart-pumping 
local club music 
producer Gold 
Chains will join her — um, he has a 
2013 album called Sluts (Gold Club) 

— as will Everyone is Dirty, and 
super secret special guest DJs. As is 
tradition on this night, there'll be a 
Champagne toast at midnight. 9pm, 
$10. Night Light, 311 Broadway, Oakl. 
www. thenightlightoakland. com. 



FRESH & 0NLYS 

This is San Francisco, and in San 
Francisco, we call the Fresh & Onlys 
home. The quartet — led by enigmatic 
front person Tim Cohen — formed 
here, lives scattered across the city, 
works at Amoeba and beyond, and 
records its demos at the top of battered 
old Victorians. It lives and breaths a 
certain breed of SF, which unfortu¬ 
nately seems to be dimming; it's a 
last vestige of a scrappier DIY time. 

So yes, we'll ring in the New Year at 
our newest music venue, but with 
our beloved rock'n'roll troubadours 
on hand to close out the year, with 
the opening shimmer of Vetiver, Sun 
Araw, and Pure Bliss. How does that 
sound, San Francisco? Yes, it's been a 
Long Slow Dance, to borrow the Fresh 
& Onlys 2012 
album title. And 
it sounds pretty 
damn good. 9pm, 
$25-$30. Chapel, 
777 Valencia, SF. 
www.thechapelsf. 
com 

GLITTER 
WIZARD 

Sometimes you 
need some glam- 
my theater in 
your scummy psych metal: Enter 
Glitter Wizard. The band is building 
its own legend, of flowing long hairs 
and swinging hips, and the combo is 
just right for a debaucheries NYE. The 
rounded out Hemlock Tavern lineup 
is great too — Alternative Tentacles 
act Pins of Light and Owl, the latter 


a band of local brothers (plus a sis¬ 
ter-in-music bassist) just back from a 
ripping six-week tour of Europe. 9pm, 
$15. Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, SF. 
www. hemlocktavern. com. 

MELVINS AND REDD KR0SS 

Is there anything more classic 
than the Melvins? They're doomy, 
punk-metal, rock'n'roll touring 
machines, playing up and down the 
coast all year long, repeatedly blow¬ 
ing minds while keeping their cool. 
They've been playing since 1983, 
and fro-y front person Buzz (Roger 
Osborne) has maintained throughout, 
leading the wild pack through various 
lineup changes (even now they some¬ 
times play as a trio or five-piece) and 
more than 20 records. In 2013 alone 
the group released two full-lengths: 
Everybody Loves Sausages and Tres 
Cabrones (both on Ipecac Recordings). 
Everybody Loves Sausages is a blistering 
cover album of very loudly reimag¬ 
ined tracks like the Jam's "Art School," 
Lead Belly's "Black Betty," and an 
inspired take on Venom's "Warhead." 
Oh, and this time they're playing 
with a legendary late-'70s punk band 
called Redd Kross — yes, that Redd 
Kross, the bratty Hawthorne, Calif.- 
bred brothers who fed power pop 
through a meat grinder and pumped 
out records like B-movie-aping Teen 
Babes From Monsanto (1984) and 
heavy Neurotica (1987). It's safe to 
assume your face will be melted off 
by early 2014. With Frightwig. 9pm, 
$40. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, SF. www.slimspresents.com. 

REM0NES (RAM0NES TRIBUTE) 

Holidays bring out the best tribute 
shows. And who doesn't wanna hear 
all the Ramones hits of yore played 
by a live band in a beachy dive bar? 

As that meme'd pie chart side-by- 
side of the things the Ramones want 
versus things the Misfits want, the 
Ramones were the biggest fist-pump¬ 
ers. Ramones wanna 1. "Sniff Some 
Glue," 2. "Be Sedated," and 3. "Be 
Your Boyfriend" (the joke is that the 
Misfits only want "Your skulls"). All 
that punked-up energy makes for 
some killer classic possibilities. And 
since most of the Ramones are now 
dead and gone — RIP — your best 
bet for getting what you wanna get is 
the Remones, SF's party Ramones act 
since 2009. And don't worry, it's not 
just the sound; the band dresses the 
part in tight jeans, shaggy hair, and 
leather jackets. This is a free-for-all, 
no-cost Outer Sunset retreat back to 
the late '70s before we fast-forward to 
the future now. 9pm, free. Riptide, 3639 
Taraval, SF. www.theriptidesf.com. sfbg 
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MUSIC NIGHTLIFE 


BY MARKE B. 

marke@sfbg.com 

SUPER EGO Hey, hey, hey — it's that 
time again — New Year's Eve comes 
hard upon us. Avoid the amateur 
hour on the streets and duck (sauce) 
into these warm ragers. All parties 
below take place Tue/31. Clink! 

ARAABMUZIK 

Damn, I love this performer, who 
makes live hip-hop and '90s big¬ 
room beats at lightning speed — 
and knows how to get a crowd up. 
He's with DJ Apollo and St. John at 
Temple's grand three-room NYE. 
9pm-4am, $50-$60. Temple, 

540 Howard, SF. www.templesf.com 

BEARRACUDA NYE 

Hundreds of hot fat, furry, friendly 
gay guys dancing 2013 right out the 
door — how 'bout it? With DJs Paul 
Goodyear and Matt Stands. 

9pm-late, $20 advance. Beatbox, 

314 11th St, SF. www.bearracuda.com 

BEATPIG NYE 

"Pop the Pork" with drag goddess 
Juanita More and Sidekick on the 
decks, plus hostess with the mostest 
chicharones Walter, at fashionable 
gay sex dungeon the Powerhouse. 
Lots of flesh and pretty mess. 
9pm-2am, $5-$10. Powerhouse, 

1347 Folsom, SF. www.powerhouse-sf.com 

BIG QUEER NYE 

The gorgeous House of Babes presents 
this pink hip-hop blowout, hosted 
by Kelly Lovemonster and Krylon 
Superstar, with tunes by DJs Pink 
Lightning, Rapidfire, Boyfriend, Jenna 
Riot, davO, and more. Get on it! 
9pm-late, $10 advance. f8, 

1192 Folsom, SF. www.fhouseofbabes.com 

BOOTIE NYE 

Let's mash all that 2013 ish up and fire 
only positive vibes — and kooky cos¬ 
tumes! — into next year. DJ Adrian and 
Mysterious D's inimitable mashup party 
pulls out all the stops. The theme of this 
four-room banger? Sh!t show, of course. 
9pm-late, $30-$40. DNA Lounge, 

375 11th St, SF. www.dnalounge.com 

CHAMPAGNE SHOWERS 

Lezzies! Queers! Friends! Lend me 
your New Years: This party at too-cute 
dyke bar the Lexington will cause you 
enough fun trouble for the rest of 2014. 
With DJs Footy and Janine Da Feen. 
9pm-2am, free. Lexington Club, 

3464 19th St, SF. www.lexingtonclub.com 

’80S NYE 

The name of this party is far less cre¬ 
ative than the wonderful music that 
will be playing — and that everyone 
will sing along to. Special guest: Kurt 


2014 DREAMS: KRYLON SUPERSTAR 
AT BIG QUEER NYE 



Ring-a- 

ding-ding 


Harland from Information Society! 
Any guesses as to what they'll play 
at midnight? (My money's on the 
Human League's "Fascination" — 
but you know Kurt will probably 
have to play "Pure Energy.") 
9pm-4am, $20. Cat Club, 1190 Folsom 
SF. www.sfcatclub.com 


HOLY GHOST! 

Aw, who can resist the sweet, dis¬ 
co-haunted catchiness of this live 
NYC duo, who met cute in seventh 
grade. Fun, dancey times. 

9pm, $30. Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
SF. www.theindependentsf.com 

MANGO NYE 

The classic soulful ladies' party is back, 
as El Rio celebrates a queer New Year. 
"Hot hip-hop and spicy Latin beats" 
from Olga T, Marcella, and more (plus 
yummy gumbo and burgers!) and an 
even hotter and spicier crowd. 
8pm-2am, $15. El Rio, 3158 Mission, SF. 
www.tinyurl.com/mangonye2014 

MATTHEW DEAR 

The leather-jacketed, pompadoured 
pretty boy's own music has an exqui¬ 
site dark techno sound descended from 
Depeche Mode — when he DJs, as he 
will here, he expands that with an 
incredibly deep knowledge of house 
and techno (he's from Detroit, duh). 
This Honey Soundsystem + Sunset + 
Public Works collaboration will bring 
out an amazing crowd of party freaks. 
9pm-4am, $20-$40. Public Works, 

131 Erie, SF. www.publicsf.com 

MOBY 

The annual Streets of SF party is 
visually stunning and draws great 
headliners. This year, everyone's 
favorite vegan techno-punk Moby 
graces us with his exacting presence 
on the turntables. 

9pm-2am, $160. Fort Mason, 2 Marina 
Blvd, SF. streetsofsfnye-fb.eventbrite.com 

MOM + WILL MAGID NYE 

Motown on Mondays, one of SF's best 
things, is teaming up with supercute 
global-funk trumpeter Will Magid 
and his crew (including vocalist Aima 


FOR MORE NYE NIGHTLIFE, VISIT 
THEFULLARTICLEATSFBG.COM 

the Dreamer) for a very night of 
worldly sounds and classy cheer. 
8pm-2am, $40. Local Edition, 

691 Market, SF. www.momfam.com 

NEW BOHEMIA 

If you add classic '90s electronic act 
Crystal Method to the Kink Armory 
(transformed from giant porn studio 
into a "kaleidoscopic wonderland" for 
the occasion), and pour on the high-fl- 
yin' Vau de Vire Society troupe and 
Opel rave crew — you will definitely 
get a party, a new Bohemia, even. 
9pm-4am, $50 and up. Kink Armory, 1800 
Mission, SF. www.newbohemianye.com 

NEW GEAR MASQUERADE BALL 

Don your gay fetish apparel — oh 
wait, that was the last holiday. OK, 
hit the reset and don your gay fetish 
apparel again, as Casey Spooner and 
Ministat host (and DJ DAMnation 
DJs) this kinky-boots ring-in. 
9pm-2am, $15 in gear, $20 without. SF 
Eagle, 398 12th St, SF. www.sf-eagle.com 

PSYCHEMAGIK 

Yes! One of my favorite ever DJ 
duos — their specialty is rare disco 
and funk edits mixed with sunny, 
psychedelic house vibes — comes 
to Monarch for what it's calling the 
Extravaganza Ball (no vogueing, 
confusingly, but OK). Sleight of 
Hand, Greer, Shiny Objects, and 
more round off this deliciously 
breezy outtake on the past year. 
9pm-late, $40-$100. Monarch, 

101 Sixth St, SF. www.monarchsf.com 

RISE & HARMONIZE 

Start off the new year on a good foot, 
as the People crew spreads war soul¬ 
ful house vibes and celebrates the life 
of Nelson Mandela with a fabulously 
colorful crowd — a rainbow nation, 
indeed. With Jayvi Velasco, Patrick 
Wilson, Cecil, and many more. 
9pm-3am, $10-$20. New Parish, 

579 18th St, SF. www.thenewparish.com 

SEA OF DREAMS 

The annual sight-and-sound explo¬ 
sion moves to the cavernous Bill 
Graham Civic Auditorium, with 
a huge lineup to match: Thievery 
Corporation, Little Dragon, A-Trak, 
Dillon Francis, Emancipator, 
LowRIDERz, Minnesota, the dirty- 
bird crew, and many, many more. 
8pm-3am, $90 and up, 18+. Bill Graham 
Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, SF. 
www.seaofdreamsnye.com 

SOUL PARTY! 

The Elbo Room brings its tremendous¬ 
ly successful soul Saturdays to NYE. 

Do the mashed potato with Phengren 
Oswald, Paul Paul, and more. 

9pm-2am, $20-$25. Elbo Room, 

647 Valencia, SF. www.elbo.com sfbg 
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MUSIC LISTINGS 


FOR VENUE INFO, VISIT 

SFBG.COM/VENUE-GUIDE 


WEDNESDAY 25 

ROCK 

Elbo Room: 16th Annual BlackX Mass, w/ Bite, 
Death Medicine Band, Theremin Wizard Barney, 
Kitten on the Keys, more, 9 p.m., $10. 

DANCE 

Cat Club: “Bondage A Go Go,” w/ DJs Damon, 
Tomas Diablo, &guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$10. 
DNA Lounge: Death Guild: X-Mess Night, w/ DJs 
Decay, Melting Girl, Joe Radio, Sage, and Lexor, 
9 p.m., $5. 

F8: “Housepitality: Free Christmas Party,” w/ 

Fil Latorre, Joel Conway, Matt Richardson, 
Michael Tello, Miguel Solari, Mike Bee, Sharon 
Buck, Sean Murray, Tyrel Williams, Victor Vega, 
9 p.m., free. 


THURSDAY 26 

ROCK 

Amnesia: “Modsv. Rockers: X-Mass Present,” w/ 
#1 Smash Hits, Pennywhistle Park, 9 p.m., free. 
Bottom of the Hill: April &The Paradigm, The 
American Professionals, Matt Jaffe&The 
Distractions, 9 p.m., $8. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Caldecott, Spooky 
Flowers, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

Hotel Utah: Rakehell, 9 p.m., $8. 

DANCE 

Abbey Tavern: DJ Schrobi-Girl, 10 p.m., free. 
Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: “Tubesteak Connection,” 
w/ DJ Bus Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Cat Club: “ThrowbackThursdays,” ‘80s night 
with DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous 


Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 

Elbo Room: “Afrolicious,” w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, 
SenorOz, and live guests, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 

F8: “Paradigm: AShift in Musical Soundscapes,” 
w/ Method One, Sam Supa, Nebakaneza, Lud 
Dub, Miss Haze, Shadow Spirit, Cyclopian, 

9 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: “ThrowbackThursday,” w/ DJ Jay-R, 

9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: “Bubble,” 10 p.m., free. 

Vessel: “Base: Local Label Night,” w/ Bardia F, 
ThuyVu, Emanate, Mac Vaughn, Playdoughboy, 

10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

FRIDAY 27 


ROCK 

Bottom of the Hill: Great White Buffalo, New 


Cadence, Northerner, 9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Down & Outlaws, 

Down Dirty Shake, Psychic Jiu-Jitsu, DJ Darragh 
Skelton, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Hemlock Tavern: Jessie Evans, Moira Scar, 

DJ Omar, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

Knockout: Boars, The Rantouls, So What!, The 
Krypters, DJ Medium Rare, 9:30 p.m., $6. 

DANCE 

1015 Folsom: Paul van Dyk, DJ Dan, DJ Taj, 
Dirtyhertz, Sequence, WhiteNoize, Kevin Kind, 
NikoZografos, Reverse, Spencer Hardwick, 
Thrawn, more, 9 p.m., $50-$60 advance. 

Audio Discotech: Fred Falke, Dr. Fresch, 
Anoctave, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: “U-Haul,” w/ DJs Ms. Jackson & China 
G, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Cafe Flore: “Kinky Beats,” w/ DJ Sergio, 

10 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: “Dark Shadows vs. The Witching Hour,” 
w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, Sage, Melting Girl, 
and Tomas Diablo, 9:30 p.m., $7 ($3 before 
10 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: “Trap & Bass,” w/ Ultraviolet, 
Napsty, Harris Pilton, Le Swndle, 9 p.m., 
$ 10 -$ 20 . 

Elbo Room: “120 Minutes,” w/ Chippy Nonstop, 
Nanosaur, Powwoww, Santa Muerte, Chauncey 
CC, 10 p.m. 

Lookout: “HYSL,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Mighty: Holidazed,” w/ Doc Martin, Solar, Mark 
Darby, Kayleigh Nicole, 10 p.m., $15-$20. 
Monarch: Bob Moses, Dave Aju, Elz, 9:30 p.m., 
$20 advance. 

Public Works: “Resonate,” w/ B. Lewis, RU 
(AreYou), Insightful, Ruff Draft, Mophono, 
Citizen Ten, Bdot, Mr. Muddbird, Tone, Joe 
Mousepad (in the OddJob Loft), 9 p.m., $5-$10; 
“Playa Favorites,” w/The Scumfrog, DJ Kramer, 
Josh Vincent (in the main room), 9 p.m., 
$10-$15. 

Q Bar: “Pump: Worq It Out Fridays,” w/ resident 
DJ Christopher B, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: “Bionic,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Vessel: “ProjectX,” w/ Feldy, Joey Moretti, 

10 p.m., $10-$30. 


MUSIC - COCKTAILS - POOL 

slate 



SLATE-SF.COM 

RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM - 415-558-8521 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
- One block from Bart - 


Wish: “Bridge the Gap,” w/ resident DJ Don 
Kainoa, Fridays, 6-10 p.m., free. 

Women’s Building: Winter Wonderland Roller 
Disco Party, w/ Black Rock Roller Disco, 8 p.m., 
$ 10 . 

SATURDAY 28 

ROCK 

Boom Boom Room: ChrisZanardi &the High 
Beamz, Mark Sexton Band, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 
Bottom of the Hill: Pounders, Fever Charm, 
Shuttlesworth, 9 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Stu Allen & Mars 
Hotel, Lonesome Locomotive, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 
Hotel Utah: Junk Parlor, Restless Sons, Sad 
Tires, 9 p.m., $10. 

Independent: Cracker, CamperVan Beethoven, 

9 p.m., $25-$27. 

Neck of the Woods: Signal Number4, Benefit for 
Typhoon Haiyan victims with music by Untamed 
Creatures, Paradox Labyrinth, Jurimiko, and 
SeptD, 9 p.m., $10. 

Slim’s: Matthew Sweet, Cellar Doors, 8 p.m., 
$ 21 . 

DANCE 

Audio Discotech: Touch of Class Holiday 
Showcase, w/ Pill o wT a I k, Tone of Arc, Signal 
Flow, Sharon Buck, Sammy D, Joel Conway, 

9:30 p.m., $10-$20. 

BeatBox: “Chaos,” w/ DJs Joshua D &Tristan 
Jaxx, 10 p.m., $20 ($5 before 10:30 p.m.). 

Cafe Flore: “Bistrotheque,” w/ DJ Ken Vulsion, 

8 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: “Villainy: Grinch Night,” w/ DJsTomas 
Diablo, Chris Zachos, Donimo, Melting Girl, and 
Fact.50, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 

DNA Lounge: “Booties. F.,” w/A+D, Airsun, 

Brass Tax DJs, more, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

EndUp : Shangri-La, Asian queerdance party, 

10 p.m., $15-$20 (free before 11 p.m.). 

Infusion Lounge: “Set,” 10 p.m., $20. 

Lookout: “Bounce!,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Mighty: Mr. Carmack, Buku, Great Dane, 
Penthouse Penthouse, Bogl, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 
Milk Bar: “Spilt Milk,” w/Vin Sol, Taylor Fife, 
Shaky Premise, Etcher/Engraver, 9 p.m., $5. 
Monarch: King Most, Kimmy Le Funk, DJ Omar, 
9:30 p.m. 

Public Works: Second Annual As You Like It Ugly 
Sweater Party, w/ Mathew Jonson, Hrdvsion, 
Midnight Operator, KateSimko, Mossmoss, 
Victor Vega, Ewan Pearson, Bells & Whistles, 
Jason Greer, Ivy, 9 p.m., $12-$25. 

Temple: “Life,” w/SkOstep, MikeyTan, Tigran, 
Darren Holland, Carlos Alfonzo, Hector Infusion, 
J Funk, Glade Luco, MoMentum, 10 p.m., $20. 
Vessel: DJ Scotty Boy, Fyasko, 10 p.m., $10-$30. 

SUNDAY 29 


ROCK 

Knockout: Terry Malts, Violent Change, 
Quaaludes, Cop Out, DJ Tosh, 3 p.m., $7. 

Milk Bar: Odd Owl, Kitten Grenade, Unruly 
Things, 8 p.m., $10. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 

2183 Mission, San Francisco. Skitzofrenik, 
Garrett Miranda, Total Badass, Frailed Sanity, 
Trecelence, 7 p.m., $5. 

DANCE 

440 Castro: “Sunday Furry Sunday,” 4-10 p.m., 
$ 1 . 

Beaux: “Full of Grace: A Weekly House Music 
Playground,” 9 p.m., free. 

Cellar: “Replay Sundays,” 9 p.m., free. 

Edge: “’80sat 8,” w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

Elbo Room: “Dub Mission,” w/ Mista Chatman, 

DJ Sep, Vinnie Esparza, 9 p.m., $7. 

EndUp: “T .Dance,” 6a.m.-6 p.m.; “Sunday 
Sessions,” 8 p.m. 

F8: “Stamina,” w/ Freaky Flow, 10 p.m., free. 
Knockout: “Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 
Lookout: “Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

Otis: “What’sthe Werd?,” w/ resident DJs Nick 
Williams, Kevin Knapp, Maxwell Dub, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m.). 

Parlor: DJ MarcdeVasconcelos, 10 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: “Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 

JAZZ 

Bird & Beckett: Duncan James & Ray Scott, 4:30 
p.m., free. 
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MUSIC LISTINGS 


Biscuits and Blues: Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot 
Skillet Lickers, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Bill “Doc” Webster & 
Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: “Sunday Sessions,” 10 p.m., 
free. 

Revolution Cafe: Jazz Revolution, 4 p.m., free/ 
donation. 

Royal Cuckoo: Adam Shulman, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Zingari: Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 

MONDAY 30 


ROCK 

Independent: Holy Ghost!, Breakdown Valentine, 
DJ Aaron Axelsen, 9 p.m., $30. 


DANCE 

DNA Lounge: “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party 
with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & 
guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Q Bar: “Wanted,” w/ DJs Key&Kite and Richie 
Panic, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: “Vienetta Discotheque,” w/ DJs 
Stanley Frankand Robert Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 

JAZZ 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: Eugene PlinerQuartet 
with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: City Jazz Instrumental Jam 
Session, 8 p.m. 

Union Room at Biscuits and Blues: Session: 

A Monday Night Jazz Series, pro jazz jam with 
MikeOlmos, 7:30 p.m., $12. 

Zingari: Nora Maki, 7:30 p.m., free. 


TUESDAY 31 


ROCK 

Amnesia: Loving Cup NYE, w/ French Cassettes, 
SugarCandy Mountain, FpodBpod, Jjaaxxnn, 

8 p.m., $15. 

Bottom of the Hill: Generational, Frail, Nova 
Albion, 10 p.m., $22-$25. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: Stu Allen & Mars 
Hotel, Pat Nevins, 9 p.m., $30-$35. 

Chapel: Fresh & Onlys, Vetiver, Sun Araw, 

Pure Bliss, 9 p.m., $25-$30. 

Connecticut Yankee: Family, Friends, and Fans 
New Year’s Eve Party with New Monsoon, 

9:30 p.m., $35-$45. 

Great American Music Hall: Melvins, Redd Kross, 
Frightwig, 9 p.m., $40. 

Hemlock Tavern: New Year’s Eve Bash with Glitter 
Wizard, Pins of Light, Owl, 9 p.m., $12. 


Hotel Utah: Jeff Cotton’s Gin Joint, Toy House, 
9 p.m., $10. 

Maggie McGarry’s: New Year’s Eve with the 
UnOriginals, 10 p.m. 

Red Devil Lounge: Final Countdown, Red Devil 
Lounge NYE closing party with Pop Rocks, 

9 p.m., $60. 

Riptide: Remones, 9:30 p.m., free. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 

New Year’s Party with Grimace & The Fakers, 

10 p.m., $15. 

DANCE 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. 
NYE 2014 with Fehrplay, 9 p.m., $35-$75 
advance. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission St., San Francisco. 
Welcome 2014, w/ DJs Mixtek& Jackson, 

9 p.m., $25-$35. 

BeatBox: 314 11th St., San Francisco. 


Bearracuda: Eighth Annual NYES.F.,w/ DJs 
Paul Goodyear & Matt Stands, 8 p.m., $20 
advance. 

Butterfly: 33 Pier, San Francisco. Butterfly New 
Year’s Eve: AGreatGatsby Inspired Event, w/The 
Les& DJ MytyMyke, 9 p.m., $99+ advance. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. Sugar 
NYE 2014, w/ DJ Deft, 8 p.m., $25 VIP advance. 
Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘80s 
NYE 2014, w/ DJs Kurt Harland (Information 
Society), Shindog, AndyT, Porter, Damon, and 
Ryan, 9 p.m., $20+ advance. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. The Wild 
One: NYE 2014, w/J. Espinosa, Katrina B, Kid 
Vicious, DJ Midnight, 9 p.m., $25 advance. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco. Bootie 
S.F.: NYE 2014 Shit Show, w/A+D, Smash- 
Up Derby, DJ Dada, Dcnstrct, MyKill, Meikee 
Magnetic, MixtressShizaam, BishopeMagnetic, 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 22 » 
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THURSDAY DEC 26 8:30PM'iHA 


April & The Paradigm 
The American Professionals 
Matt Jaffe & The Distractions 


FRIDAY dec 27 MUrM/IMI* 


Great White Buffalo 

New Cadence 

Northerner 


SATURDAY dec 28 tm 


Pounders 
Fever Charm 
Shuttles worth 

formerly THE RESURRECTION /WEN 


TUESDAY dec 31 SMrill/lHI* 



OMR Gum 

Pizza Friday 

EP release 

TBA 

Gunrunners 

MeMidk 

The Real Numbers 

Benefit for Alan Forbes 

Black cobra 

Lecherous Gaze 

Pins Of Light 
Kicker 

Wander" 

Balms 

Airs 

bottomofthehill.com/tickets.htiiil 


1233 17TH ST. ■ SF • 415-626-44551 


BOTTOM Oi= THE HILL 


Su n J*f. y , ft/) , 
Nig hts - 




8 pm - 2 am 

NO COVEBf ^ 


A New Weekly Play 


MIRE 

mi 

JBII SPHRSI 


JOB OF VOGUE gi TONE 
gsHEASHtOF BEHTFISH 




NEW YEARS EVE 



KARLA LAVEY’S FIRST SATANIC CHURCH PRESENTS 

BLACK XMASS 

with BITE, DEATH MEDICINE BAND, 
THEREMIN WIZARD BARNEY 
& KITTEN ON THE KEYS, 

AND THE DEVIL DANCERS 


AFRO-TROPI-ELECTRIC-SAMBA-FUNK 

AFROLICIOUS 

with djs/hosts PLEASUREMAKER 
&SEN0R0Z. PLUS KING MOST 

AND RESIDENT PERCUSSIONISTS 


12/27 120 MINUTES PRESENTS 
10PM BAYDAY WITH 

$TBA CHIPPY NONSTOP, 
NANOSAUR, POWWOWW 

RESIDENT DJS S4NTA MU3RTE 
& CHAUNCEY CC 

LASERS & FOG BY FUTURE WEAPONS 


HIP HOP FOR CHANGE 

B-P0S.DAVU FLINT AND THE 1 
BOTTOM HAMMER, 2ND FLOOR 
SAMURAI, TAHAJ THE 1ST, MINT 
ROCK, AND SENECA 


A BAY AREA-EXCLUSIVE APPEARANCE; 

DUB MISSION 
SOUND SYSTEM 
featMISTA CHATMAN 

ICHATATTAK PRODUCUONS/WA) ON THE MIC AND 
DJ SEP (TURNTABLES) 

PLUS VINNIE ESPARZA 


ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 

JARELL PERRY 

PLUS LOCKSMITH 


SATURDAY NIGHT 
SOUL PARTY PRESENTS 

NEWYEAR’S EVE 
SOUL PARTY 

WITH DJS 

LUCKY, PAUL PAUL. 
ANoPHEhGREN OSWALD 

SPINNING 60S SOUL 45’S 
PLUS LOTS OF SURPRISES 


OPEN 5 PM-2 AM 



THU 1/2 
FRI 1/3 
SAT 1/4 
SUN 1/5 
MON 1/6 




AFROLICIOUS 

LAST NITE: 2000S DANCE PARTY 
SAT NIGHT SOUL PARTY 
DUB MISSION: DJ SEP, JAH YZER 
AMERICALIA 


ADVANCE TICKETS 

WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 


MONARCH 




MONARCH 

presents 

THE NEW YEARS EVE 

EXTRAVAGANZA 
BALL 2014 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 3ist 

PSYCHEmflGIK [UK) 

SLEIGHT OF HflHDS 

Smoko N’ Mirrors 

SHIHY OBJECTS & GREER 

Smoko NT Mirrors Wo Are Monsters 

miQUEL SOLflRI & TYREL WILLIflFYlS 

Housepitallty. Acid Test Housepitality, Acid Test 

AHTHOriY mflnSFIELD mOZHGfln 

green gorilla lounge Wo Aro Monsters 

COLE JimmY B 

ownership green gorilla lounge 

8Pm - 4flm 

8pm to 9:30 pm with complimentary hors d'oeuvres. Champagne toast at the stroke 
of midnight. Amazing aerialist throughout the night and a photo booth to 
capture your evening. For bottle service inquiries, email christina@monarchsf.com 

k 101 SIXTH Street. SF www.monarchsf.com for info and tickets < 
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Make-Out Room 



WEDNESDAY 12/25 AT 5PM, $5-10 

IT V S A JEWISH XMAS, 
SAN FRANCISCO 


HANUKKAH BUSH • BROKE ASS STUART! 
JEWISH XMAS REVUE • STRIP DREIDEL! 
DJS, DANCING, CHINESE BUFFET, FLICKS 


THURSDAY 12/26 AT 9PM, FREE! FREE! FREE! 

WEB OF SOUND! 

W/ DJ JACKIE SUGARLUMPS 


FRIDAY 12/27 AT 6PM, FREE! 

CELESTE’S BIRTHDAY BASH! 

DARK 80S DJS CINDY G. & GUEST 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 BEFORE 11, $10 AFTER 

LOOSE JOINTS 

DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 
FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFRO-BEAT 


SATURDAY 12/28 AT 6PM, FREE! 

FANCY DEPT. 

WITH DJ SIKK LAFFTER 
POST-PUNK/NO WAVE/FREAK OUTS 

FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 BEFORE 11PM 

EL SUPERRITMO! 

W/ ROGER MAS Y EL KOOL KYLE 
CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 


SUNDAY 12/29 AT 7:30PM, $8 

JEFFREY “LUCK” LUCAS 

BONE COOTES AND TBD 


MONDAY 12/30 AT 9PM, FREE! 

DJ VINNIE MARTINI & FRIENDS 


TUESDAY 12/31 AT 8PM, $20 ADV, $25 DOOR 

NYE DANCE PARTY! 

FRIGO-INTERNATIOAL DISCOTHEQUE 
PARTY FAVORS! • BALLOON DROP! • DJS! 
CHAMPAGNE TOAST AT MIDNIGHT! 

DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
FUNK/DISCO/WAVE/HIP-HOP/INT’L 


FRIDAY 1/3 7-10PM FREE! 

1ST FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR 

COOL AS FUCK! 

W/ DJS RAUL, KEVIN, LIAM, & BRIAN 
INDIE/ROCK/POP/BRIT 

FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 BEFORE 11, $10 AFTER 

LOOSE JOINTS 

DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 
FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFRO-BEAT 


SATURDAY 1/4 AT 6PM, FREE! 

((SHAKE APPEAL)) 

GROOVY 60S/70S DANCE PARTY! 
GARAGE/SOUL/GLAM/PSYCHE/YE-YE 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 BEFORE 11PM 

EL SUPERRITMO! 

W/ ROGER MAS Y EL KOOL KYLE 
CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 


SUNDAY 1/5 AT 5PM, $5-10 

PORTUGESE ARTISTS COLONY 

FOLLOWING AT 7:30PM, FREE! 

DIMENSIONS 

W/ DJS JUSTIN & KURT 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 • www.makeoutroom.com 


MUSIC LISTINGS 


CONT» 


Entyme, Airsun, more, 9 p.m., $30-$50. 
Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. 
Blow in 2014, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Endllp :401 Sixth St., San Francisco. EndUp 
NYE & 40th Anniversary Party, w/ Colette & DJ 
Heather, 9 p.m., $40. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 4th St., San Francisco. 
AGrand Affair, 9:30 p.m., $89.95+ advance. 
Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. The Silver Ball, 
w/ DJ Spider, Sam Isaac, Ryan Lucero, 9 p.m., 
$55+ advance. 

Harry Denton’s Starlight Room: 450 Powell, San 
Francisco. New Year’s Eve at the Starlight Room, 
w/ Club 90, 10 p.m., $100. 

Hotel Adagio: Stardust NYE, With live music by 
Kiwi Time., 8 p.m., $75+ advance. 

Hotel Vitale: Catch 2014 If You Can, w/ 
Traviswild, Jsanty, DeejayTheory, 9 p.m., 


FOR VENUE INFO, VISIT 

SFBG.COM/VENUE-GUIDE ^ 

$149+ advance. 

Hyatt Regency San Francisco: Champagne 
Resolutions, w/ DJs Cobra, Twin Spin, and 
Intensify, 9 p.m., $100+ advance. 

Infusion Lounge: Masquerade: New Year’s Eve 
2014, w/ DJ Miles Medina, 10 p.m., $45 + 
advance. 

Knockout: Teenage Dance Craze NYE, w/ DJ dX, 
Okie Oran, and Russell Quan, 10 p.m., $10. 
Lexington Club: Champagne Showers, w/ DJs 
Footy&Jeanine Da Feen, 9 p.m., free. 

Lookout: New Year’s Eve Celebration with DJ 
Hazmat, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. 

Madrone Art Bar: NoTheme Super New Year’s 
Dance Jam, w/ DJs Sonny Phono & Facemelter, 
8 p.m., $10. 

Make-Out Room: Frigo-1nternational 
Discotheque, 8 p.m., $20-$25. 

Mighty: Mighty Mammoth Masquerade, w/ 
Blond:ish, Gravity, Moe Moe, Jonathan Will, 
Zach Walker, Markie B, Derek Hena, 9 p.m., 


NYE 2014 



K\Piri T dROY 

FLATBUSH ZOMBIES 
TRAXAMILLION 


TUES. DEC 31 

9PM | $45-85 | 21+ 

MEZZANINE 444 JESSIE STREET 


BOTTLE SERVICE 

WWW.MEZZANINESF.COM 


$35-$100 advance. 

Monarch: New Year’s Eve Extravaganza Ball 
2014, w/ Psychemagik, Sleight of Hands, Shiny 
Objects, Jason Greer, Tyrel Williams, Miguel 
Solari, Anthony Mansfield, Mozhgan, Cole, 
Jimmy B, 8 p.m., $40 advance. 

Neck of the Woods: NYE Tropical Disco Party, w/ 
Poolside, Le Youth, Milesthe DJ, more, 9 p.m., 
$50-$85. 

Palace Hotel: NYE International Ball 2014, w/ 
One MoreTime: ATribute to Daft Punk, Chris 
Harnett, DJ Aykut, Dr. T, DJ Santero, Juan Data, 
Kevin Armstrong, 9 p.m., $85+ advance. 

Parlor: Parlor NYE, w/Designer Deejays, 

8:30 p.m., $45+ advance. 

Press Club Wine Bar and Lounge: Press Club New 
Year’s Eve Party, w/ DJ Char Harms, 9 p.m., 
$65-$100 advance. 

Public Works: Honey Sunset NYE, w/ Matthew 
Dear, Solar, Galen, Jason Kendig, P-Play, Josh 
Cheon, Robot Hustle, 9 p.m., $25-$40 advance. 


Q Bar: Switch NYE 2014, w/ DJs Jenna Riot, 
Andre, Ms. Jackson, and Kidd Sysko, 9 p.m. 
Slate Bar: New Year NewWave, w/The Certain 
People Crew, 9 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 
Temple: Temple New Year’s Eve 2014, w/ 
AraabMuzik, DJ Apollo, St. John, Paul 
Hemming, IQ, Napsty, Le Swndle, Teleport, 

9 p.m., $25-$150 advance. 

Vessel: All Systems Are Go: NYE 2014, w/ Ken 
Loi & John Beaver, 10 p.m., $25 advance. 
Yoshi’s San Francisco: A Red Carpet Celebration 
with Trent Cantrelle, Pheeko Dubfunk, David 
Paul, in Yoshi’s lounge, 9 p.m., $35+ advance. 

JAZZ 

Cafe Du Nord : Slapsie Maxie’s Speakeasy New 
Years: A Classic San Francisco Celebration, w/ 
Slim Jenkins, Rumble Strippers, 29th Street 
Swingtet, Hi-Ball Hotshots, 8 p.m., $30-$50. 

SFBG 




The Hotel Utah Saloon 
500 4th St @ Bryant 
(415) 546-6300 


KJ 


LIVE MUSIC 

7 Nights 


TASTY FOOD 


11:30AM -11:00PM M-F 
11AM -11PM Weekends 


Tlx: www.hotelutah.com 
Twitter: @HotelUtah 
Facebook: HotelUtahSaloon 


iJHee ^(Vik^ide 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS • Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 

OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
I KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


1/4 

1/5 

1/11 

1/12 


1/19 

1/19 

1/24 

1/25 

1/25 

1/26 


1/31 

2/1 

2/2 


12/16 - 


1 2/28 
3/2 


13/29 - 


GREAT APES, VOID BOYS, TRAVESURA, FIVE EYES 
ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS - THE ROGERS | 
STAG, TIDELANDS 

ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS - 
TIN ROOF SUNDAE (RECORD RELEASE) 
ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS - 
ELLIOT RANDALL 

BOBBY JOE EBOLA G THE CHILDREN MACNUGGITS, I 
THE HAYMARKET SQUARES, THE CRUX 
JAYKE ORVIS G THE BROKEN BAND, 

THE PINE BOX BOYS, JAMES HUNNICUTT 
DAY SHOW- CHUCK RAGAN,UNI AND HER UKELELEj 
THE BLUE BEAR BAND, THE MELVINATOR 
NIGHT SHOW- CHUCK RAGAN, MATT SKI BA, 
UKE-HUNT, TRAVIS HAYES, THE MELVINATOR 
SILVER SNAKES, GRIEVER, CHILDREN OF GOD, 
CULTURE ABUSE 

JAPANTHER, SELF DEFENSE FAMILY, CREATIVE ADULT I 
THE TOASTERS, JOHNNY MADCAP AND THE DISTRACTIONS 
ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS - 
IZZYCOX, KEITH KENNY 
ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS - 
FRANKIE BOOTS AND THE COUNTY LINE 
DAVE HAUSE, NORTHCOTE 
ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS - 
PARLOR TRICKS 

SLAUGHTER AND THE DOGS, SUEDE RAZORSl 


theeparkside.com 
1600 17 th Street *415-252-1330 



12/25 "WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS" 

$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT 
ALL NIGHT LONG 


12/27 PUNK/SCHLOCK KARAOKE 

WITH THE LOVELY EILEEN 
10PM FREE 


12/28 REALITY CHECK TV 

X-MAS X-TRAVAGONZO 
w/ INFERNO OF JOY& THE NERV 

10PM ONLY $5 


12/29 "SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT" 

$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA 
$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES 
$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON 
$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 


12/30 "MOJITO MONDAYS" 

$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 
ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 


12/31 “TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED TUESDAYS' 1 

$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH A CAN OF TECATE 

SILKE BERLIN 
& THE ADDICTIONS 

X-MAS SHOW • 10PM ONLY $5 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH ^415.824.1800 
★ MON-THU 4PM-2AM ★ FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM^ 
WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM ★ 



UTL 

365 Club 


g's 


1025 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 474-0365/WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


.O 


TUES. DEC. 31 • DOORS 8 • 21 & up q_ 

jT 7lew tye a t d Sve 

GOLD STAR SOUL REVUE 
BIG SANDY & HIS FLY-RITE BOYS 

GAUCHO’DJ DR. SCOTT 

SPECIAL APPEARANCES BY 

THE GIRL IN THE FISHBOWL 

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE, 
HATS, PARTY FAVORS AND 
TRADITIONAL BALLOON DROP. 
COCKTAIL ATTIRE — BLACK TIE OPTIONAL 


FRI. JAN. 17 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $22 • 21 & up 

FOREVERLAND 

WONDER BREAD 5 


SUN. JAN. 19 • DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 • $25 • is & up 

PINBACK • DEATHFIX 


COMING 1/24: PRIDE & JOY 

1/25: THE ENGLISH BEAT 


FOOD SERVICE AVAILABLE AT ALL SHOWS • 2 DRINK MIN. 
GENERAL ADMISSION. UMITED SEATING. TIX AVAILABLE AT THE CLUB 
M-F/10AM4PM. • TICKETS ON-LINE: WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


BIMBO’S IS AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-474-0365 EXT. 18 
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ARTS + CULTURE 




BY ROBERT AVILA 

arts@sfbg.com 

THEATER Take away their unconven¬ 
tional looks and odd talents, and 
the eponymous carnival performers 
of Freaks — Tod Browning's classic 
carnie horror movie — were not 
so unusual. Ordinary folks, for the 
most part, with ordinary problems 
and everyday virtues. The title 
secretly pointed to the monstrous 
souls of their "normal-looking" but 
heartless colleagues, corrupt to the 
point of betrayal and murder. 

A similar logic is at work in British 
playwright Anthony Neilson's droll 
sideshow, Edward Gant's Amazing Feats 
of Loneliness — now enjoying a first- 
rate Bay Area premiere courtesy of 
Berkeley's Shotgun Players — if only 
in the sense that here too looks can 
and do deceive; that the truth can 
prove an elusive, and illusive, thing. 

Very funny and beautifully 
staged with a whimsical, vaguely 
mysterious mien by director Beth 
Wilmurt, Edward Gant trades on the 
gap between our expectations of real 
life and the fantasies plied by art¬ 
ist-tradesmen like the title character. 
He's a strange showman in top hat 
and tails (played with a nice balance 
of the corporeal and ethereal by a 
vacant-eyed Brian Herndon) who 
heads up a traveling band of scrappy 
Victorian-era players: innocent Jack 
Dearlove (Ryan Drummond), restive 
Nicholas Ludd (Patrick Kelly Jones), 
and ennui-laden Madame Poulet 
(Sarah Moser, rounding out an 
exceptional ensemble). 


The farfetched universe these 
working-class actors conjure from 
the back of their roving circus 
truck (in scenic designer Nina Ball's 
handsomely evocative construction) 
might seem like the most preposter¬ 
ous fluff. Gant is worldly enough, 
however, to know "the truth of life 
lies least in the facts." It's the illu¬ 
sions that count. And in the hands 
of these showmen they are ribald, 
wacky, sometimes gruesome stuff. 

Hence we come to take seriously, 
at least a little seriously, the story of 
a miserable young woman (Moser, 
done up in a gorgeously macabre, 
beaded beard) whose massive pimples 
divulge pearls. These end up appro¬ 
priated by her evil, good-looking 
sister (Kelly Jones in a rich "Italian" 
accent and one of costume designer 
Christine Crook's wonderful period 
getups). And although they also win 
her a husband (a diabolically dashing 
Drummond), he turns out to be way¬ 
ward (not surprising in itself until 
you see whom he runs off with). 

We also get treated to the sad 
yet hysterical tale of a bereaved 
fellow (Drummond) who travels to 
the peaks of Nepal in search of relief 
from the memory of his deceased 
fiancee — but the guru (Kelly Jones) 
he locates to do the job makes some¬ 
thing of a botch of it. 

These two stories comprising this 
sleek, uninterrupted 100-minute pro¬ 
duction come bridged by two songs, 
arranged in four-part harmony, and 
include unexpected encounters and 
asides with soiled teddy bears and 
other wildlife of the imagination. 


The "real" story, meanwhile, unfolds 
among the band of players, as the 
tensions and frustrations of their life 
on the road take their toll, leading to 
discord, dissension, and revelation. 

Although a gentler offering than 
much in playwright Neilson's gen¬ 
erally disquieting oeuvre, Edward 
Gant continues a line of attack by the 
dramatist (and often director) on the 
complacencies of traditional stage 
realism and their corollaries in every¬ 
day life. (The titles of two of his plays, 
2006's Realism and 2013's Narrative , 
highlight the terrain pretty neatly.) 

Edward Gant also marks the 
impressive directorial debut of 
Shotgun company member and 
well-known Bay Area actor Wilmurt 
(co-creator, with Mark Jackson, and 
co-star of 201 l's memorable The 
Companion Piece at Z Space; and last 
seen at Shotgun in Jackson's produc¬ 
tion of Woyzeck). The director title 
may be new, but for those familiar 
with Wilmurt's admirable comedic 
and musical abilities — the way she 
melds influences from vaudeville 
to Viewpoints into an understated, 
balletic form of physical humor and 
wry between-the-lines commentary 
— her stamp is all over the strong 
ensemble playing and choice details 
of this pearl of a production, sfbg 

EDWARD GANT’S AMAZING FEATS OF LONELINESS 

Through Jan 11 

Wed-Thu, 7pm; Fri-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 5pm, 

$20-$35 

Ashby Stage 

1901 Ashby, Berk 

www.shotgunplayers.org 



i# J UPCOIXIIklG SHOWS AT%i 

THF CHAPFI 

FRI. DEC. 27 - $ 15 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 

FRIDAY NIGHT SOUL PARTY! 

MARC & THE CASUALS [FEAT. BART DAVENPORT) 

VIOLA BOOTH GROUP / SOUL PROJECTIONS BY ODDBALL FILMS / 
VINYL DJ SELECTIONS BY ANDY CABIC & ORB 
SAT. DEC. 28 - $ 15 ADV / $ 18 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 

SAMBADA 

_ BATALA SF / MR. FREE _ 

MON. DEC. 30 - $ 12 ADV / $ 15 DOOR - DOORS 7, SHOW 8 
(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS 

JESSICA PRATT 

NEAL CASAL & LAUREN BARTH / SARAH BETHE NELSON 
VINYL DJ SELECTIONS BY KELLEY STOLTZ 

TUE. DEC. 31 - $25 ADV / $30 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 
(((folkYEAH!))) PRESENTS 

NEW YEAR’S EVE! 

THE FRESH & ONLYS / VETIVER 
_ SUN ARAW / PURE BLISS _ 

FRI. JAN. 3 - $ 15 - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 
STRANGELOVE: THE ULTIMATE TRIBUTE TO DEPECHE MODE 
DAVID J PERFORMING THE SONGS OF LOVE & ROCKETS 




SAT. JAN. 4 - $20 ADV / $22 DOOR - DOORS 8, SHOW 9 

VAUD & THE VILLIANS 

TUE. JAN. 7 - $ 16 - DOORS 7, SHOW 8 

CALIFONE 

_ THE LUYAS _ 

THECHAPELSF.COM 

777 VALENCIA ST. SAN FRANCISCO 
ALL AGES! TICKETFLY.COM 
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FR112.27 


® TEMPLE PRESENTS 

DOWNLOUD 

SAT 12.28 TEMPLE & LIFE SF PRESENTS 

LIFE 

FT. SKOSTEP 

Ul&tUi'dltt 



TUE 12.31 



TEMPLE PRESENTS 

NYE2014 

ARAABMUZIK 
WITH TRAP CITY 
AND MANY MORE 


TPfTPLP 


FOR VIP, BACHELORETTES OR ANY po st/templersup 
LARGE GROUP PLEASE E-MAIL: [i]|gi[I] 

FOR VIP BOTTLE SERVICE PLEASE EMAIL: TEMPLESF 

RSVP HERE FOR COMPUMENTARY ENTRY TO TEMPLE ▲ 




get tickets at yoshis.com 



SAN FRANCISCO 


Fri-Sat, Dec 27-28 

Richly soulful and accomplished musician, 
songwriter & producer returns with 
full band! 


Oakland 


Thu, Dec 26 


JON B 


Sun, Dec 29 

Multi-talented American Idol singer-songwriter 

ELLIOTT YAMIN 


LUTHER VANDROSS HOLIDAY TRIBUTE SHOW 

feat. Ray McCoy 


Fri-Sun, Dec 27-29 

CON FUNK SHUN 

Pre-New Year’s Eve 
& Fan Appreciation Party 



Tue, Dec 31 - open dancefloor 
8pm fix available; 10:30pm SOLD OUT 

New Year’s Eve w/ 

THE CALIFORNIA H0NEYDR0PS 

plus DJ Harry Duncan 


1 > 

Thu-Sun Jan 2-5 

Multi-Award-Winning Singer-Songwriter 


& Producer 

J 

BRIAN MCKNIGHT 


with Full Band 


Tue, Jan 7 

Featuring 15 of the Bay Area’s finest musicians! 


Mon-Tue, Dec 30-31 

Mon 8pm SOLD OUT; NYE tix available 

Celebrate New Year’s Eve w/ 

BOBBY CALDWELL 


THE TOMMY IGOE BIG BAND: 

The Music of Duke, Basie & Monk 

Wed, Jan 8, open dancefloor 
Celtic rock band 

YOUNG DUBLINERS 

Thu, Jan 9 

Imaginative and masterful acoustic guitar virtuoso 

ANDY MCKEE 


Fri, Jan 10 & Sun, Jan 12 

Touring in support of new release 
Ice Cream Everyday 

AMEL LARRIEUX 


Fri-Sun, Jan 3-5 

GRAMMY©-winning jazz saxophonist 

PHAROAH SANDERS 
QUARTET 


Mon, Jan 6 

Bass Player Presents: 

KAI ECKHARDT BAND 

CD Release Party 


Tue-Wed & Fri-Sun, 

Jan 7-8 & 10-12 

East Bay soul/funk Legends 

TOWER OF POWER 

Thu, Jan 9 

It’s a celebration! 

CHARLIE MURPHY’S 
ACID TRIP 



* 


Mon, Jan 13 - Bay Area jazz guru 

DANN ZINN 


Tue-Wed, Jan 14-15 

The preeminent jazz guitarist 

ROBBEN 

WSSl FnRn 


Thu, Jan 16 - Oakland Riviera Release Party! 

KEV CHOICE ENSEMBLE 


1330 FILLMORE ST. 415-655-5600 510 EMBARCADERO WEST 510-238-9200 


VIP Membership Club for Yoshi’s SF + Oakland • Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 


© For tickets & current show info: 

YOSHIS.COM / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 

All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. * 



ft MEZZANINE 

444 JESSIE STREET 

TUESDAY DEC 31 


2014 


FLATBUSH ZOMBIES 
TRAXAMILLION 


BOTTLESERVICE a MEZZANINESF.COM 

NYE 2014 DANNY BROWN 
FUTURE FRIDAYS 2014 
BENGA&TWRK 
DJ DRAMA 
BEATS FOR BOOBS 
THE HOOD INTERNET 
TEED (DJ SET) 

GOLDROOM (DJ SET) 

SKRILLEX 

SCUBA 

SKETCHFEST PRINCESS 
OASIS PARTY 
COMTRUISE 
FOUR TET 

REBIRTH BRASS BAND 
SNEAKY SOUND SYSTEM 

ME2ZANINESF.COM I 4t5.625.8880 I 21 + 


ARTS + CULTURE NYE LISTINGS 



MICIA MOSELY, MARGA GOMEZ, AND DHAYA LAKSHMINARAYANAN PERFORM 
AT “BRAVA’S NEW YEAR’S EVE COMEDY FIESTA ■ ” PHOTO BY DAVID WILSON 


Listings are compiled by Guardian staff. 
Submit items for the listings at listings@sfbg. 
com. Forfurther information on how to submit 
itemsforthe listings, see Selector. 

THURSDAY 26 

“Big Fat Year End Kiss Off Comedy Show 
XXI” Creativity Theater, 224 Fourth St, SF; 
Facebook: Big Fat Year End Kiss Off Comedy 
ShowXXI 2013. 8pm, $20. Also Fri/27, 

8pm, $18-28, Bankhead Theater, Livermore 
Valley Performance Arts Center, 2400 First 
St, Livermore; Sat/28, 8pm, $22-25, Lesher 
Centerforthe Arts, 1601 Civic, Walnut Creek; 
Sun/29, 8pm, $20, HopmonkTavern, 224 
Vintage, Novato; Mon/30, 8pm, $22.50, 
Freight and Salvage Coffeehouse, 2020 
Addison, Berk; Tue/31, 7 and 10pm, $40-50, 
San Jose Stage Company, 490 S. First St, San 
Jose; Jan 1, 8pm, $24, 142 Throckmorton, 
Mill Valley. Now in its 21styear, thissatirical 
look back at the year stars comedians Will 
Durst, Johnny Steele, Debi Durstand Michael 
Bossier, Mari Magaloni, and ArthurGaus. 

MONDAY 30 

“The Business New Year’s Eve Stand-Up 
Spectacular” Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission, SF; thebusinesscomedy.blogspot. 
com. 7:30 and 10pm, $15-25. Also Tue/31. 
Two nights of stand-up (theme: “Should Old 
Businessmen Be Forgot”) with Caitlin Gill, 
Nato Green, Sean Keane, Bucky Sinister, and 
others. 

TUESDAY 31 

“Brava’s New Year’s Eve Comedy Fiesta” 

Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St, SF; 
www.brava.org. 9pm, $30-50. Comedy with 
Marga Gomez, Dhaya Lakshminarayanan, and 
Micia Mosely. Stick around aftertheshow for 
“Brava’sCountdown Dance Party.” 

“A Family Friendly New Year’s Eve Party” 
Playland-Not-at-the-Beach, 10979 San Pablo 
Ave, El Cerrito; www.playland-not-at-the- 
beach.org. 8pm, $25. Play pinball, carnival 
games, and arcade games all night, plustest 
your sleuthingskills in the New Year’s treasure 
hunt. Suitable for kids of all ages (complete 
with “quiet room” forwee ones who can’t 
quite make itto midnight). 

Michael Feinstein Feinstein’satthe 
Nikko, Hotel Nikko, 222 Mason, SF; www. 
feinsteinssf.com. 7:30 and 11pm. $100- 
395. The Emmy- and Grammy-nominated 
performer rings in 2014 at his namesake 
cabaret venue. 

“Five Dollars Seven Thirty New Year’s 
Eve Comedy Show” Layover Music Bar and 
Lounge, 1517 Franklin, Oakl; oaklandlay- 


overcomedy.tumblr.com. 7:30pm, $5. With 
Natasha Muse, Kaseem Bentley, KateWillet, 
and Mike Spiegelman. 

“Japanese New Year Bell Ringing 
Ceremony” Asian Art Museum, 200 Larkin, 
SF; www.asianart.org. ll:30am-l:30pm, 
free with museum admission ($8-12). For 
the 28th year, the Asian Art Museum hosts 
a ceremonial ringing of its 2,100 pound, 
16th-century Japanese bronze bell. It will be 
stuck 108 times to “reflect peacefully upon 
the passingyear.” 

“Josh Kornbluth: Love and Taxes” 

Rhythmix Cultural Works, 2513 Blanding, 
Alameda; www.rhythmix.org. 7 and 10pm, 
$35-45. The acclaimed solo performer 
shares a comedic tale of “crushing debt and a 
neurotic love affair.” 

“New Bohemia NYE” SF Armory, 1800 
Mission, SF; www.newbohemianye.com. 

9pm, $66. Kink.corn’s HQ hosts this party, 
with headliners the Crystal Method, plusaeri- 
alists, live painters, and other performers. 
“New Year’s Eve Gala on the USS Hornet ” 
USS Hornet Museum, 707 W. Hornet, Pier 
Three, Alameda; (510) 521-8448, ext. 282. 
7:30pm, $45-85. Celebrate onboard the his¬ 
toric World War II aircraft carrier-turned-mu- 
seum, with live music by the Swingin’ Blue 
Stars (performing a tribute to the Andrews 
Sisters) and 3 0’ Clock Jump. Alsooffered: 
free dance lessons throughout the night, a 
silent auction, and a can’t-be-beat view of the 
fireworks over the water. 

“New Year’s Eve Stand-up Comedy 
Celebration” KanbarCenterforthe 
Performing Arts, 200 N. San Pedro, San 
Rafael; www.marinjcc.org. 8pm, $35- 
65. With Mark Cordes, aka “The Spouse 
Whisperer,” and frequent Tonight Show per¬ 
former Cathy Ladman. 

“Not Your Normal New Year’s Eve” 

Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 Sutter, 

SF; www.nynnye.com. 8pm, $45-199. Jill 
Bourque and Brian Copeland host this come¬ 
dy extravaganza, with performances by Laurie 
Kilmartin, Brent Weinbach, Kellen Erskine, 
Casey Ley, Dan St. Paul, and Joe Klocek, plus 
tunes by DJ Lucio K. 

Pacific Pinball Museum New Year’s Eve 
party Pacific Pinball Museum, 1510 Webster, 
Alameda; www.pacificpinball.org. 7:30pm, 
$20-35. Free play on over 100 pinball games, 
plusfingerfood, a champagne toast, a DJ for 
dancing, and more. 

“San Francisco Symphony’s New Year’s 
Eve Masquerade Ball” Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, SF; www.sfsymphony. 
org. 8pm, $85-195. The SF Symphony per¬ 
forms Viennese classic and songbook favor¬ 
ites, followed by a dance party on the Davies 
stage with the Peter Mintun Orchestra — or 
in the lobby with HitWave, playingtunes from 
1920-2013. sfbg 
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FROM TOP: THE ACT OF KILLING, BLACKFISH, GRAVITY, 
THE BLING RING, AND HER killing courtesy of drafthouse 

FILMS; BLACKFISH BY SUZANNE ALLEE; GRAVITY AND HER COURTESY OF 
WARNER BROS. PICTURES; BLING RING COURTESY OF A24 FILMS 


BY CHERYL EDDY 

cheryl@sfbg.com 

YEAR IN FILM What the hell am I watch¬ 
ing? I muttered that phrase many 
times in 2013, with interpretations 
ranging all over the cinematic map. 
There was a sense of amazed "'How 
did they do that?" during Gravity; 
feelings of intrigued unease 
during Upstream Color and 
The Act of Killing; and 
a genuine feeling of 
befuddlement as a 
book I thoroughly 
enjoyed, World War 
Z, was transformed 
into a puddle of CG 
mud with Brad Pitt 
bobbing at its center. 

It was a year full 
of memorable images, for 
better and worse. I won't soon 
forget The Counselor's car-fucking 
sequence; The Conjuring's creepy 
Annabelle doll; or the sight of Jonah 
Hill becoming possessed by a demon 
in This is the End (or by a handful of 
well-aged Quaaludes in The Wolf of 
Wall Street ). On the other hand, I've 
been struggling to remember any¬ 
thing that happened in the number 
one movie of the year, Iron Man 3. 

That's not Tony Stark's 
fault. Mega-budget films 
like Iron Man 3 make 
high box-office num¬ 
bers their top prior¬ 
ity. To sell a lot of 
tickets, you have to 
appeal to as many 
different kinds of 
filmgoers as possible; 
the avoidance of sharp 
edges and left-field 
insanity is to be expected. 

But there's hope to be found in 
films like Alfonso Cuaron's Gravity, 
the sixth-biggest moneymaker of the 
year, which married crowd-pleasing 
suspense and technical beauty (that 
3D!) to a surprisingly stark, profound 
story about loneliness and loss. 

Gravity was among many films 
this year that lingered on themes of 
fear, abandonment, and forced self-re¬ 
liance. The other big example: J.C. 
Chandor's All is Lost, which 
sets a solo sailor — Robert 
Redford, one of few 
movie stars with 
as much built-in 
audience goodwill 
as Gravity’s Sandra 
Bullock — adrift 
on a perilously 
leaky vessel. Unlike 
Bullock's Dr. Ryan 
Stone, Redford's unnamed 


Watch out! 

Films in 2013 favored solo peril, 
moody self-discovery, and greed-fueled plunges 





salty dog isn't gasping for 
oxygen (yet...), and he's 
scrambling to sur- 
Tk vive sudden storms 

instead of onslaughts 
of space junk. But 
Redford's plight 
might actually be 
the tougher one. All 
is Lost offers neither 
exposition nor any 
room for existential reflec¬ 
tion. (Hell, it barely offers any 
dialogue; no wacky Mardi Gras stories 
from George Clooney here.) We have 
no idea who Redford's character is, or 
why he's puttering around alone on 
the Indian Ocean. Compared to Ryan, 
he remains calm as each new calamity 
presents itself. But both characters — 
she, a rookie in space; he, a seemingly 
experienced seaman — scramble to 
read instruction manuals when they 
find gizmos that might help 
them survive, even for just 
a few more moments. 
The stakes are less 
dire for the lonely 
protagonists of Spike 
Jonze's Her and 
the Coen brothers' 
Inside Llewyn Davis. 
And you kinda get 
the sense that both 
Her’s Theodore (Joaquin 
Phoenix) and Inside's 
Llewyn (Oscar Isaac) have only 
themselves to blame for their ennui. 
But unlike Llewyn, who bumbles his 
way through a 1960s New York folk 
scene riddled with mistakes he's only 
recently begun to regret, mid-21st 
century Los Angeleno Theodore finds 
a coping strategy that brings him 
joy. Even when the "relationship" 
he's cultivated with his computer 
operating system hits the expected 
snags, Jonze sneaks a little 
bit of optimism in there. 
By the film's end, 
Theodore's intimate 
brush with technol¬ 
ogy has guided him 
toward some very 
human soul-search¬ 
ing — again, unlike 
Llewyn, whose story 
finishes exactly where 
it began. 


Gabriela Cowperthwaite's 
Blackfish — a documentary investi¬ 
gating the 2010 death of a SeaWorld 
trainer at the jaws of a male orca 
named Tilikum — also brought a 
tale of isolation to the forefront. It's 
capped with a lingering shot of the 
giant animal hovering, motionless, 
in a solitary-confinement tank. 
Home sweet home. Thoughtful and 
provocative, Blackfish avoids sen¬ 
sationalism, adding inter¬ 
views with killer-whale 
experts to its slate of 
ex-SeaWorld employ¬ 
ee talking heads. 

It's not simply an 
expose of a specific 
attack, though it 
does contain foot¬ 
age shot just before 
the Tilikum incident. 

It's an indictment of an 
amusement-park industry 
that puts profits above the safety of 
its employees, and tries mightily to 
turn intelligent, unpredictable ani¬ 
mals into goofy attractions. 

And greed, as it happens, was 
another big theme for 2013. It's a 
topic that lends itself to high-energy 
tales of ill-gotten gains and dramatic 
tumbles, with stakes as meaningless as 
the designer handbags snatched from 
Paris Hilton's closet by Sofia Coppola's 
Bling Ring bandits — or as huge 
as the political careers ^ ^ 

toppled by the antics of 
American Hustle’s con 
artists and slippery 
FBI agents. Nowhere 
was this familiar 
story arc so glee¬ 
fully explored than 
in Martin Scorsese's 
The Wolf of Wall Street, 
which — like Bling and 
Hustle — was based on a 
true story. Even better, its tale of 
1990s stock-market swindling is based 
on the book written by the fiend 
who lived it (Jordan Belfort, played 
by Leonardo DiCaprio), and shot by 
Martin Scorsese with top-of-his-game 
panache. 

In a parallel universe, someone 
might make a film casting Belfort as 
the villain. Here, he's the obnoxious, 
thieving, narcissistic, witty, scheming, 






CHERYL EDDY’S TOP 10 

1. The Act of Killing (Joshua 
Oppenheimer, Denmark/ 
Norway/UK) 

2. 12 Years a Slave {Steve 
McQueen, US/UK) 

3. Gravity (Alfonso Cuaron, US) 

4. American Hustle (David 0. 
Russell, US) 

5. Upstream Color{ Shane 
Carruth, US) 

6. Museum Hours (Jem Cohen, 
Austria/US) 

7. Spring Breakers { Harmony 
Korine, US) 

8. Frances Ha{ Noah Baum bach, US) 

9. Computer Chess (Andrew 
Bujalski, US) 

10. Fruitvale Station (Ryan 
Coogler, US) 

HONORABLE MENTIONS 

Blackfish (Gabriela 
Cowperthwaite, 

US); Blue Is 
the Warmest 
Color (Abdellatif 
Kechiche, France/ 
Belgium/Spain); 
Drug War (Johnnie 
To, China/Hong 
Kong); Nebraska 
(Alexander Payne, US); 

The Wolf of Wall Street {Martin 
Scorsese, US) 

FAVORITE MOMENTS 

■ Leonardo DiCaprio vs. the stairs, 
The Wolf of Wall Street 

■ “Let’s boo-boo.” — The 
World’s End 

■ Mastodon’s “cameo” in 
Monsters University 

■ Louis C.K.’s ice-fishing story, 
American Hustle 

■ Judi Dench explains the 
plot of Big Momma’s 
House to Steve 
Coogan, Philo men a 
■ “I wanna rob!” 

— Emma Watson, 
The Bling Ring 
■ Sun Honglei’s 
transformation into 
“Haha,” Drug War 
■ Jem Cohen’s 
musingson Bruegel, 
Museum Hours 
“Everytime” musical number, 
Spring Breakers 
John Goodman’s “Santerla” 
speech, Inside Llewyn Davis 
JohnC. Reilly’s cameo, Anchorman 
2: The Legend Continues 


drug-gobbling douchebag you hate to 
love. What the hell am I watching? The 
birth of an antihero, 2013-style, sfbg 



MA Hi 

| SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! | 


ALL 

STARS 

THURSDAY 11/26 ■ FRIDAY 12/27 

PUNCHLINE 
COMEDY ALLSTARS 

WITH KEVIN AVERY, TONY CAMIN. MORE! 


NEW YEAR'S EVE! 

SATURDAY 12/28 ■ TUESDAY 12/31 
12/30-SMARTEST MAN 
IN THE WORLD PODCAST 

GREG 
PROOPS 

THURSDAY 1/2-SATURDAY 1/4 

ANDY HAYNES 

LIVE ALBUM RECORDING! 

HH 




FOLLOW 1218/9T 

fiMETOOK! 


THURSDAY 12/26 - FRIDAY 12/27 

TAYLOR 

WILLIAMSON 

From America’s Got Talent! 

SATURDAY 12/28 - TUESDAY 12/31 


NEW YEAR’S EVE! 

JOHN OLIVER 

From The Daily Show! 

THURSDAY 1/2-SUNDAY 1/5 

GODFREY 

From Louie and Comedy Central! 


FRIDAY 1/10-SATURDAY1/11 

JANEANE 


[Efll HU 711 Rt 


GREG BEHRENDT 



ticketmaster.com cffj 

Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject 
to change without notice. All tickets are subject to 
applicable service charges. Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 



ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


FRIDAY JANUARY 3 

POINT BREAK LIVE 

SOLD OUT! 


THURSDAY JANUARY 9 

MT. HAMMER 

W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


FRIDAY JANUARY 10 

GIRLS ROCK! 

W/ PUNK FUNK MOB, 
MOON FOX, VICTORIA 
& THE VAUDVILLIANS, 
COFFEE SHOP DROPOUT 

FRIDAY JANUARY 24 

ONE OF MANY 

THE TRIMS, ORANGHUTANGO, 
THE SKINNY GUNS 

FRIDAY JANUARY 24 

BLOOD ON THE 
DANCE FLOOR 

W/ DAVEY SUICIDE, 

HALEY ROSE, KAT HAUS 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 5 

MY BODY SINGS ELECTRIC 

W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 7 

POINT BREAK LIVE! 

TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE 


TUESDAY FEBRUARY 18 

AMERICAN HEAD CHARGE 

W/ RIGHTEOUS VENDETTA, 
CATHARCIS 


375 ELEVENTH ST. 
415-626-1409 

ADVANCE TIX @ 
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM 
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FILM 2013 


REAL STORIES, REAL POWER: MICHAEL B. JORDAN AS OSCAR GRANT IN FRUITVALESTATION-, CHIWETEL EJIOFOR AS 

SOLOMON NORTHUP IN 12 YEARS A SLAVE FRUITVALE IMAGE COURTESY THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY; 12 YEARS IMAGE COURTESY FOX SEARCHLIGHT 


Spiking the box office 

. Looking back at a triumphant year for African American films . 


BY KIMBERLY CHUN 

arts@sfbg.com 

YEAR IN FILM It's tough to remember 
much of the '90s — what with the 
air horns and kindercore, flannel 
and Flavor Flav — but I seem to 
recall Spike Lee giving the orders 
that seemed to finally, fully come to 
pass in 2013: "Make black film." 

Irony of ironies, when it seemed 
like so many black filmmakers were 
following through and doing just 
that — telling their communities' 
stories, visualizing their own histo¬ 
ries, and fearlessly unlocking trou¬ 
bling and painful key themes — Lee 
sidled away from Red Hook Summer, 
last year's murky return to the 
fabled Brooklyn stomping grounds 
of 1989's Do the Right Thing, and 
seemed to move toward a fallback 
position as actioner-for-hire with his 
redo of Park Chan-wook's Oldboy, as 
if to prove that, testify, he can crush 
skulls just like his old Amerindie- 
boys-club rival Quentin Tarantino. 

Yet isn't Lee's Oldboy a "black 
film" concerning unjust incarcera¬ 
tion or bondage, as much as Steve 
McQueen's 12 Years a Slave and 
Hunger are? Perhaps. The connec¬ 
tions were in place, if you cared to 
look: the stasis of 12 Year's near-still 
opening shot, as Solomon Northup 
(Chiwetel Ejiofor) and other slaves 
facing the audience, waiting and 
listening to a white foreman's direc¬ 
tions, has its corollary in the multiple 
shots in Lee Daniels ' The Butler, of 
Forest Whitaker's butler Cecil Gaines, 
face frozen. He's the veritable "invis¬ 
ible man," instructed to disappear 
into the background at White House 
dinners and forever listening for 
direction. And waiting — as if won¬ 
dering when the moviemaking estab¬ 
lishment will move on from its habit 
of bestowing statuettes for African 
American portraits in servitude, a 


la The Help (2011) and Driving Miss 
Daisy (1989). 

It's been a long time coming — 
much like a certain African American 
president that butler Gaines had 
waited a lifetime to meet. Five years 
into that presidency, the man who 
tried to "do the right thing" has, 
intentionally or not, changed the 
conversation on black representation 
on screens both big and small. The 
country's ready to look at its past 
and break down the codes, whether 
they concern slavery, birthers' loaded 
allegations about Obama's "un-Amer- 
ican-ness," Paula Deen's alleged work¬ 
place racism, or Julianne Hough's 
wrongheaded Halloween costume 
— a blackface tribute to Orange is the 
New Black character Crazy Eyes. 

This year's contenders looked to 
not only historical role models like 
Jackie Robinson in 42 and Nelson 
Mandela in Mandela: A Long Walk 
to Freedom) — in movies made by 
white filmmakers — but also lighter, 
aspirational figures such as Tyler 
Perry (who laid siege on the box 
office with two efforts, A Madea 
Christmas and Peeples), as well as the 
glossy buppies populating popular 


comedy sequel The Best Man Holiday. 
Fans blew up the Interwebs with 
indignation when some misbegotten 
USA Today editor came up with the 
headline " Holiday Nearly Beats Thor 
as Race-Themed Films Soar." 

The Best Man Holiday is bourgie 
worlds away from Spike Lee favorite 
Fruitvale Station. (One wonders if the 
acclaimed indie will serve as a model 
for Lee's own Kickstarter-fueled 
Trayvon Martin project.) Filling out 
the many shades of his protagonist's 
story, and leading with cell phone 
footage of the fatal shooting, director 
Ryan Coogler never overplays the 
naturalistic narrative centered on 
Oscar Grant, so often writ larger than 
life all over Oakland in posters and 
street art. Though it was released at 
height of Martin-related outrage, the 
film keeps sensation and sentimen¬ 
tality at bay, apart from a foreboding 
scene of a stray dog's sudden death. 
Like that hound on the run, Michael 
B. Jordan's Grant is a driving, hus¬ 
tling, partying study in movement. 
Fully immersed in a multicultural 
Bay Area where racism operates in 
subtler and more complex ways than 
ever before, he, like any other restless 
rider, is just trying to get home. 

Whitaker threw his weight 
behind Fruitvale Station as a produc¬ 


er — but his Gaines and The Butler 
seem wildly different on their stiff, 
sad surfaces. So much is simmering 
within Whitaker's stocky form, 
his steadfast servant with access to 
power that he's forbidden to use, 
and those blank looks. "We got two 
faces: ours and the ones that we got 
to show the white folks. Now to get 
up in the world, we have to make 
them feel non-threatened," mentor 
Maynard (Clarence Williams III of 
The Mod Squad) offers. Surrounded 
by Daniels players like Mariah Carey 
and Lenny Kravitz, Gaines has one 
leg in a horrifying sharecropper past 
and another in upwardly mobile 
mid-century America, which film¬ 
maker Daniels emphasizes by juxta¬ 
posing lynched black men with the 
stars and stripes at The Butler's start. 

The director goes on to unfurl his 
showiest stylistic flourishes in a series 
of jump cuts aimed at the spectacle 
of hypocrisy perpetually unfolding 
in the White House, as a table is care¬ 
fully laid for a excruciating formal 
state dinner, and the Freedom Riders 
— Gaines' son among them — are 
humiliated while staging a stoic sit-in 
at a Southern lunch counter. Passive 
resistance, in all its many forms, is 
the locus of both tragedy and hero¬ 
ism in The Butler. 


Nature, with its dripping moss, 
strange sunsets, and even Biblical 
pestilence, provides brief snatch¬ 
es of beauty in 22 Years a Slave, as 
McQueen foregrounds the mecha¬ 
nistic business of slavery in the tools 
used for cutting cane, the wheels 
of a river boat. Free-born violinist 
Northup is beaten into a kind of 
tool after he's kidnapped and sold 
into slavery. His body, nude and 
exposed to traffickers and buyers, is 
transformed into a commodity that 
doesn't belong to him. His talents are 
also forced into new uses, as when 
he fiddles frantically while a mother 
is torn from her children in a hor¬ 
ror-show of a salesroom floor — and 
later, during a torturous, late-night 
dance staged by Michael Fassbender's 
damaged, sadistic slave owner. The 
effect of seeing familiar white actors 
(like Fassbender, and the stars who 
play The Butler's various commanders 
in chief) reel by in a parade of status 
quo perpetrators, not saviors. In both 
12 Years and The Butler, it's disorient¬ 
ing — as if everyone in Hollywood is 
also aching to "make black film." 

Bridging McQueen's explora¬ 
tions of physical and psychological 
abjection, Hans Zimmer's slow-burn¬ 
ing, string-laden score picks up 
where it left off in McQueen's 2011 
Shame, about Fassbender's sex addict 
enchained to his confused desires. 

In terms of desire, it's all too clear 
where Ejiofor's Northup stands ("I 
don't want to survive — I want to 
live!" he declares), and to his credit, 
McQueen makes his nightmarish 
172-year-old descent all too rele¬ 
vant, especially at a time when the 
Obama administration addresses the 
persistent crime of human traffick¬ 
ing. It's just a small leap of imagina¬ 
tion to think of one's story, name, 
and legal status blotted out and 
turned around by force and a gnaw¬ 
ing "you're nothing but a Georgia 
runaway" counter-narrative, remind¬ 
ing the viewer that no one is truly 
free when others are enslaved, sfbg 
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Why it doesn’t “get 
better” for Carrie White 


BY NICOLE GLUCKSTERN 

arts@sfbg.com 

YEAR IN FILM While teen bullying 
might be quite topical, it's far from 
being a new issue, as evidenced by 
Stephen King's first published novel, 
Carrie. Set in the hormone-jittery 
corridors of a suburban high school, 
the 1974 tome details an outsider's 
humiliating entrance into woman¬ 
hood, as well as the ruthless revenge 
she enacts on her cruel classmates 
after she discovers she has the power 
to move objects with her mind. 

Dubbed "The Black Prom" by the 
book, the disastrous dance at which 
Carrie White is humiliated for the 
last time takes on the ominous tenor 
of a terrorist attack or a wholesale 
massacre — a fictional foreshad¬ 
owing of Columbine-scale carnage. 
While the fact that Carrie has been 
bullied is positioned as the motive 
for her rampage, her actions suggest 
far more than just a wounded lash- 
ing-out or a classic revenge fantasy. 
Although the phrase wasn't yet com¬ 
mon, what Carrie most resembles is 
a weapon of mass destruction, not a 
misunderstood misfit. What makes 
Carrie a horror story is the inhuman 
scale of her murderous frenzy. 

The year 2013 marked a revival 
for the enigma that is Carrie White, 
with a remake of the 1976 Brian De 
Palma movie (as well as, inciden¬ 
tally, the 1988 musical). Director 
Kimberly Peirce had the harder 
struggle for relevance, as the original 
film is considered one of the best 
horror films ever made, garnering 
Oscar nominations, American Film 
Institute nods, and a generation of 
moviegoers who will never forget 
jumping in their seats at its oft-imi¬ 
tated, last-act "gotcha" scare. 

In Peirce's fitful homage, the 
dreamy haze of De Palma's slo-mo 
sequences is replaced by a glut of 
clunky CGI shots that shred the 
screen. Stepping into the role made 
iconic by Sissy Spacek, the decidedly 
non-frumpy Chloe Grace Moretz 
unleashes her telekinetic talent 

OPINION | NEWS I FOOD 


ANOTHER DAY IN PARADISE: CHLOE GRACE MORETZ IN CARRIE 

PHOTO BY MICHAEL GIBSON 



10 SELF-CURATED DOUBLE 
FEATURES (OR, IN PRAISE 
OF $2 WEDNESDAY AT 
LOST WEEKEND VIDEO) 

1. Art world confidential Marina 
Abramovic, The Artist is Present 
(2010) and Pina (2011) 

2. Feeling a little peckish Grizzly Man 
(2005) and Ravenous (1999) 

3. Finding love in all the wrong places 
Lolita (1962) and The Glamorous 
Life of Sachiko Hanai (2003) 

4. Traveling blues Schultze Gets the Blues 
(2003) and Genghis Blues (1999) 

5. Streets of San Francisco The 
Laughing Policeman (1973) and 
The Maltese Falcon (1941) 

6. Outsider music The Devil and Daniel 
Johnston (2005) and American 
Hardcore (2006) 

7. Entering the zone Stalker (1979) 
and Sans Soleil (1983) 

8. Morbid fascinations Coima-. The 
Musical (2006) and The Bridge 
(2006) 

9. Never mind the remakes Let the Right 
One In (2008) and Oldboy (2003) 

10. My favorite movie mash-up ever 

Freaks ( 1932 ) a n d Wisconsin 
Death Trip (1999) 

as a sort of wizardry — striking 
Merlin the Magician poses with 
outstretched hands. It borders on 
irritating. And the mean-girl posse's 
reliance on their camera phones and 
YouTube channels stands to date 
Peirce's movie for future genera¬ 
tions, just as surely as the hairstyles 
in De Palma's date his. 

Speaking of which, the De 
Palma movie admittedly has a few 
eye-rolling moments of its own. 

It's so comfortably bound to the 
conventions of the seventies that 
trigger-tempered gym teacher Miss 
Collins (Betty Buckley) both chain 
smokes and wears raccoon-thick eye¬ 
liner to class, and teen heartthrob 
Tommy Ross (William Katt) sports 
a mane of ringlets so angelic you'd 
swear they were spun from pure 


disco gold. Whenever Carrie uses 
her burgeoning powers, a Psycho- 
esque violin riff screeches in the 
background, and John Travolta's 
doltish bad boy barely appears 
capable of tying his own shoelaces, 
let alone engineering his patented 
blood-bucket humiliation device. 

But what makes the story of 
Carrie so horrifying is precisely that 
which places her beyond reconstruc¬ 
tion. What neither De Palma nor 
Peirce can quite manage is turning 
Carrie into a righteous anti-hero. 

The more they try to create empathy 
for their tortured protagonist, the 
more cartoonish and exaggerated 
her destructive frenzy appears — a 
gratuitous tsunami of blood, blaze, 
and blade. Ultimately what works 
against turning Carrie into a vic¬ 
tim is simply that the force of her 
firepower is too great. She might 
not have plotted her vengeance, but 
she's fully aware that she's packing 
her own kind of heat. From the first 
moment she deliberately uses it to 
kill, she is damned. 

Carrie's overkill also stunts 
its potential as a darkly comedic 
revenge fantasy a la Heathers (1988), 
since Carrie, like so many real-life 
teen shooters, winds up dead herself. 
Only one of her repentant classmates 
tries to reach out before the inevita¬ 
ble happens. It's this scene that most 
stymies both De Palma and Peirce, 
since King's quiet denouement is 
decidedly uncinematic — yet it's a 
powerful one, an exchange of final 
words and psychic impressions as 
Carrie's life ebbs out of her beside 
the wrecked remains of the road¬ 
house she was presumably conceived 
in. Here, at last, is the moment of 
self-awareness — and yes, regret — 
that we need in order to recognize 
Carrie White as another casualty of 
her own paranormal capabilities. 

And until someone figures out a way 
to film it, we'll never quite be able to 
believe it on the big screen, sfbg 
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FOR MORE YEAR IN FILM PICKS, 

VISITSFBG.COM 


JESSE HAWTHORNE FICKS’ 
ECLECTIC 2013 COUNTDOWN 

10. Beijing Flickers (Zhang Yuan, 
China) and A Touch of Sin (JiaZhang- 
ke, China/Japan) “Sixth Generation” 
Chinese cinema is vibrantly alive 
and well. Do yourself a favor and get 
wrapped up in these explosive films. 

9. Blue Jasmine (Woody Allen, US) and 
Before Midnight (Richard Linklater, 

US) As John Waters says, “Woody Allen 
makes straight relationships seem 
interesting.” Not only should both Cate 
Blanchett and Sally Hawkins get Oscar 
nods for Blue Jasmine, but Andrew 
Dice Clay should actually win. Add to that 
Julie Delpy, Ethan Hawke, and Richard 
Linklater’s most profound film of their 
trilogy — I can’t wait for the next three. 

8. The World’s End (Edgar Wright, 

UK) and Sion Sono’s The Land of 
Hope (Sion Sono, Japan/Taiwan/UK/ 
Germany) Both of these cult directors 
recognize that the loss of personal relation¬ 
ships are as serious as the end of the world. 
Multiple viewings are recommended. 

7. Miss Lovely (Ashim Ahluwalia, India) 
and The Canyons (Paul Schrader, US) 
Exploitation cinema that practices what 
it preaches seems to always be misun¬ 
derstood or disrespected upon its initial 
release. The fact that India even allowed 
Miss Lovely to be made is as exciting 
as Paul Schrader’s decision to cast trou¬ 
bled starlet Lindsay Lohan. 

6. Manakamana (Stephanie Spray 
and Pacho Velez, Nepal/US)and 
Leviathan (Lucien Castaing-Taylor 
and Verena Paravel, France/UK/US) Be 
patient and rewards will come in these 
minimalist, deeply moving journeys. 

5. Spring Breakers (Harmony 
Korine, US) and Michael Bay’s Pain & 
Gain (Michael Bay, US) Don’t stop with 
Korine’s ode to the ultimate American 
neon fever dream. I dare you to expe¬ 
rience Bay’s pumped-up screwball 
satire. Added bonus: Dwayne Johnson 
turns in one of the funniest perfor¬ 
mances of the year. 

4. 12 Years a Slave (Steve McQueen, 
US/UK) and Gravity (Alfonso Cuaron, 
US), plus Aningaaq (Jonas Cuaron, 

US) Mainstream cinema got it right 
thisyearand these Oscar-baiting 
films deserve more credit than just 
some awards. They might be chang¬ 
ing a whole generation. If you hav¬ 
en’t watched the younger Cuaron’s 


SAM STANDEES TOP 12 

1. Frances Ha (Noah Baumbach, 
US) 

2. John Dies at the End (Don 
Coscarelli, US) 

3. Pacific Rim (Guillermo del 
Toro, US) 

4. Stories We Tell (Sarah Polley, 
Canada) 

5. Blue Jasmine (Woody Allen, US) 

6. The Punk Singer (Sini 
Anderson, US) 

7. The World’s End (Edgar 
Wright, UK) 

8. [tie] Evil Dead{ Fede Alvarez, 

US) and You’re Next (Adam 
Wingard, US) 

9. [tie] The Bling Ring{ Sofia 
Coppola, US/UK/France/ 
Germany/Japan) and Spring 
Breakers (Harmony Korine, US) 

10. The Act of Killing (Joshua 
Oppenheimer, Denmark/ 
Norway/UK) 

Greenland-set Gravity companion 
short, go online ASAP. It’s as good as 
any feature this year. 

3. Ulrich Seidl’s Paradise trilogy: 

Love , Faith, and Hope (Austria/ 
France/Germany) Hands down, the best 
political-art-porn trilogy of the decade. I 
can't choose which one is my favorite. 

2. Norte, the End of History (Lav 
Diaz, Philippines) Diaz’s four-hour mas¬ 
terpiece about a group of existentialist 
20-somethings encapsulates why I fell 
in love with cinema in the first place. 

1. The Lone Ranger (GoreVerbinski, 
US) I will say it, and I will say it loudly: 

The Lone Rangehs the most sub¬ 
versive Hollywood film since Starship 
Troopers (1997). This uncompromis¬ 
ing, revisionist Western is surprisingly 
ruthless with its all-American violence, 
and is highlighted by offbeat slapstick 
performances (by both Johnny Depp and 
Armie Hammer) and action scenes that 
audiences will get to uncover for decades 
to come. I’ve watched itfourtimes, and 
it’s only gotten better with each viewing. 

Jesse Hawthorne Ficks writes film fes¬ 
tival reviews for the SF Bay Guardian, 
curates Midnites for Maniacs at the 
Castro and Roxie, and is the Film 
History Coordinator at Academy of Art 
University. 
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OH FATHER: ANNIE BUCKLEY AND COLIN FARRELL IN SAVING MR. BANKS 

PHOTO BY FRANQOIS DUHAMEL 
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This year, fathers 


loomed large 
(and caused havoc) 


at the multiplex 


BY SARA MARIA VIZCARRONDO 

arts@sfbg.com 

YEAR IN FILM When Labor Day's sex- 
pot convict Josh Brolin holds Kate 
Winslet and her son hostage in their 
home, you know he's dangerous 
even though he's not exactly threat¬ 
ening. He starts cooking and fixing 
stuff around the house, and quick¬ 
ly slips into the role of surrogate 
father-husband. He's not just doing 
it because Winslet's hot divorcee 
could use company or her son could 
use a manly example, he's filling a 
void left by an inferior dad whose 
apology for leaving began, "If I were 
a better man..." (Labor Day opens in 
SF next month.) 

From fallen fathers to dishonest 
daddies, 2013's movies featured a lot 
of bad providers. Some were crooks, 
others were benign fuckups, and 
their stories didn't necessarily end 
with redemption or comeuppance. 
What's more, most of the men stum¬ 
bled into fatherhood — and none 
more clumsily than Delivery Man's 
David, played with surprising pathos 
by Vince Vaughn. 

David's just gotten excited about 
his girlfriend's pregnancy when he 
learns that his years-ago decision 
to bank enough sperm to finance a 
European vacation has resulted in 
533 "surprises." (Director Ken Scott 
helmed both Delivery Man and its 
Canadian inspiration, Starbuck.) Oh, 
and a group of his offspring have 
filed a class-action lawsuit, intent 
on discovering who their father is. 
Granted, it seems unfair to judge 
him as a parent. He's blindsided by 
the existence of his adult kids — and 
his reaction is to do the embarrass¬ 
ing, heartwarming shit dads do to 
get to know their teenagers. He may 
be dumb enough to pile up mob 
debt, but he's sticking his neck out 
as far as it'll go for relative strang¬ 
ers. (Now that's the kind of setup 
— speaking of Brolin flicks — that 
could almost make Oldboy plausible.) 

And then there's Irving 


Rosenfeld, Christian Bale's upwardly 
mobile con artist in American Hustle. 
Irv cheats on his wife, but he's loyal 
as hell to his stepson, and he stays 
on the take to provide for the little 
guy. The Wolf of Wall Street's manic 
maniac Jordan Belfort (Leonardo 
DiCaprio) swindles the one percent 
purely to satisfy his own ego. The 
obscenely rich Quaalude addict could 
easily buy an island for the world's 
orphans. He hires hookers instead. 

Wolf is full of drug-fueled 
sequences that are played for laughs, 
until the ugliest, most over-the-top 
scene, which transpires in front of 
Jordan's toddler daughter. Finally, 
the line is crossed. Long having left 
that line in the dust, along with his 
dignity, is Kyle Chandler's weary 
dad in The Spectacular Now — an 
alcoholic whose wasted life serves as 
a warning to his teenage son, whose 
own boozy habits suggest history is 
about to repeat itself. 

If all you had to go on was 
2013's movies, you could believe 
someone had to grift, jerk off, and/ 
or do time to be a man. Even foreign 
releases featured patriarchs with 
bad judgment. Asghar Farhadi's 
The Past begins as Iranian Ahmad 
(Ali Mossafa) travels to France to 
finalize his divorce to anxious Marie 
(Berenice Be jo); before long, he's 
playing traffic cop and detective in 
a morass that involves Marie's new 
boyfriend (Tahar Rahim) and an 
array of children (none of whom are 
Ahmad's). What some people call 
help, others call "codependence." 

At least Ahmad's no Charles 
Dickens. Betcha didn't know the man 
behind Tiny Tim talked a lady into 
making her daughter his concubine, 
as depicted in The Invisible Woman 
(also out next month). Worse, Mom 
(Kristin Scott Thomas) approves 
because she knows the pretty lass 
(Felicity Jones) will never receive a 
better offer. Ralph Fiennes, who also 
directs, plays Dickens like a daddy 
with deep pockets and deeper emo¬ 
tional issues. We know he can always 


pay the girl's expenses and return to 
his baby-wrecked wife — but by all 
means, let's celebrate the great writer! 
While I'm on the tangent of fleeing 
fathers: someone needs to tell Inside 
Llewyn Davis' title character about 
condoms. (Preferably not Anchorman 
2's Brian Fantana, however.) 

But the honorary Oscar for Best 
Portrayal of a Wayward Provider goes 
to Colin Farrell. It's mesmerizing 
how the man can be so lovable and 
yet so simultaneously disappointing. 
In Saving Mr. Banks, he's Travers Goff, 
a banker who nips bourbon in the 
office and tells the most drunk-raaz- 
ing stories. The world he gives his 
children, including Mary Poppins 
author P.L. Travers, is filled with 
wonders; the one he forces his wife 
to occupy is oppressive and darkly 
real. When he develops consump¬ 
tion (less insulting than the clap but 
still bad), an imposing agony aunt 
(Rachel Griffiths) comes to rescue the 
family, and a legend is born. 

When she's wooed by Walt 
Disney (Tom Hanks), who's intent 
on bringing the Banks family to the 
big screen, prim Mrs. Travers (Emma 
Thompson) resists. She's protective of 
Mr. Banks, the father in Mary Poppins 
— a character she created as an act of 
catharsis. Meanwhile, Disney assumes 
the role of patriarch to America's 
children for his own bleak-childhood 
reasons. Banks may be one of the few 
films about daddy issues that doesn't 
look like Girls Gone Wild. 

Making a living can be hard 
and taking care of loved ones can be 
messy. Enter Spike Jonze's Her ; a movie 
about the ultimate no-fuss girlfriend: 
a witty, adoring computer operat¬ 
ing system blessed with the voice of 
Scarlett Johansson. Her is the biggest 
campaign against childbearing since 
1997's Gattaca. We all have issues 
with our parents — but between 533 
happy endings and the positioning of 
an escaped convict as the ideal man, 
we should caution against looking for 
answers in the movies. If you get con¬ 
fused, ask your father, sfbg 


Film listings are edited by Cheryl Eddy. 
Reviewers are Kimberly Chun, Dennis Harvey, 
Lynn Rapoport, Sam Stander, and Sara Maria 
Vizcarrondo. For rep house showtimes, see Rep 
Clock. Forcompletefilm listings, seewww.sfbg. 
com. 


OPENING 


47 Ronin Keanu Reeves, Tadanobu Asano, 

Rinko Kikuchi, and Cary-Hiroyuki Tagawa star 
in thisaction film about a posse of vengeful 
18th-century Japanese samurai. (2:00) 
Shattuck. 

Grudge Match If the prospect of watching 
Rocky go glove-to-glove with Jake LaMotta 
sounds either tired or exploitive, Grudge Match 
wants tochange your mind. A comedy that 
delivers a decent bout inside the ring and a 
worthwhile messageaboutfulfillingyour poten¬ 
tial at every age, Grudge Match is 100 percent 
feel-good movie, 100 percent of the time. Yes, 
the publicity campaign contrived by Kevin Hart’s 
promoter character is embarrassing. Yes, Alan 
Arkin plays yet another foul-mouthed curmud¬ 
geon. And yes, the boxers have a torn family this 
match could heal (though fightingthreatensto 
kill them both). But the takeaway isan all-ages 
lesson oureldersare mostqualified to teach: 
having guts is pretty glorious. And at 68 and 
70, Sylvester Stallone and Robert De Niro seem 
delighted to lampoon past greatness. “Kid” 
(DeNiro) doesa puppet show that’s less pathos- 
filled than the poetry he spouted in 1980’s 
Raging Bull-, the training montages “Razor” 
(Stallone) slogs through naturally recall 1976’s 
Rocky. But Grudge Match is about today — not 
yesterday. Alongside Gravity and The Wolf of 
Wall Street, Grudge Match is yet another popu¬ 
list lovefest throwaway, but who cares? Few have 
cornered the market on audience affection like 
Stallone, and he’s helped De Niro find that love 
too. (1:53) (Vizcarrondo) 

Her Morose and lonely after a failed marriage, 
Theodore (Joaquin Phoenix) drifts through an 
appealingly futuristic Los Angeles (more sky¬ 
scrapers, less smog) to his job at a place so hip- 
ster-twee it probably will exist someday: beau- 
tifulhandwrittenletters.com, where he dictates 
flowery missives to a computer program that 
scrawls them onto paper for paying customers. 
Theodore’s scripting of dialogue between happy 
couples, as most of his clients seem to be, only 
enhances his sadness, though he’s got friends 
whocareabout him (in particular, AmyAdamsas 
Amy, a frumpy college chum) and heappearsto 
have zero money woes, since his letter-writing gig 
funds a fancy apartment equipped with a sweet 
video-game system. Anyway, women are what 
gives Theodore trouble —and maybe by exten¬ 
sion, writer-director Spike Jonze? — so he seeks 
outthe ultimate gal pal: Samantha, an operating 
system voiced by Scarlett Johansson in the 
year’s best disembodied performance. Thus 
beginsa mostunusual relationship, but not so 
unusual; Theodore’s friendsdon’ttakeany issue 
with the fact that his new love isa machine. Hey, 
in Her’ s world, everyone’s deeply involved with 
their chatty, helpful, caring, always-available 
OS — why wouldn’t Theotake it to the 
next level? Inevitably, of course, com¬ 
plications arise. If AVer’s romantic 
arc feels rather predictable, the 
film acquits itself in otherways, 
including boundlessly clever 
production-design touches 
that imagine a world with 
technology that’s (mostly) 
believably evolved from 
what exists today. Also, 
the pantsthey wear in the 
future? Must be seen to be 
believed. (2:00) Shattuck. 

(Eddy) 


f 



I Am Divine Bringing joytoa lot of peopleduring 
his too-brief life was Glenn Milstead, the subject 
of Jeffrey Schwarz’s / Am Divine. A picked-on 
sissy fat kid, he blossomed upon discovering 
Baltimore’s gay underground — and starring in 
neighbor John Waters’ underground movies, 
made by and forthe local “freak” scene they 
hung out in. Yet even their early efforts found a 
following; when “Divine” appeared in SFto per¬ 
form at one of the Cockettes’ midnight movie/ 
theater happenings, he was greeted as a star. 

This was before his greatest roles for Waters, as 
the fearsome anti-heroines of Pink Flamingos 
(1972) and Female Trouble {197A), then the 
beleaguered hausfrausof Polyester (1981) and 
Hairspray (1988). Despite spending nearly his 
entire career in drag, he wanted to be thought of 
as a character actor, not a “transvestite” novelty. 
Sadly, he seemed on the verge of achieving that 
— having been signed to play an ongoing male 
role on Married ... with Children — when he 
died of respiratoryfailure in 1988, at age 42. 
(1:25) Roxie. (Harvey) 

Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom As tough as 
it is to separate the man from the monument, 
Idris Elba, Naomie Harris, director Justin 
Chadwick manage it in this cinematic rendering 
of Nelson Mandela’s autobiography — perfectly 
if unintentionally timed, all uscynics recognize, 
to coincide with the sad passing of the father of 
the modern South Africa. Chadwick starts slow, 
and somewhat chaotically, by quickly sketching 
out Mandela’s relatively wild youth, with plenty 
of women and clubbingand few specifics on 
particulars like, say, the fact that he established 
the first black law firm in South Africa. So when 
Mandela finally joins forces with the ANC, you 
wonder at his sudden radicalization — the con¬ 
text is taken for granted. Not so when Mandela 
is sentenced to life in prison and he turns into 
an international symbol of anti-apartheid injus¬ 
tice, and the white authorities turn desperately 
to him forways toquell a country erupting in 
violence. Meanwhile wife Winnie (a surprisingly 
fiery Harris) gets her just share of screen time as 
Chadwick concentrates on the couple’s romance 
and marriage. She’s also offered ample reason 
for her promotion of violence in the struggle 
when she’s harassed by the police and put in 
solitary confinement for more than a year, for no 
cause. Here the Mandelas come to conveniently 
embody polar opposite approaches in the move¬ 
ment, and it works, as Chadwick attempts to 
show how political the personal became. When 
Mandela’s amazing story takes over, it blows 
away reservations and inconvenient codas, and 
remembers the leader at his most triumphant. 

As the film’s iconic lead character, Elba at first 
seems physically miscast, but nevertheless 
effortlessly projects Mandela’s authority, gravi- 
tas, and charisma. (2:26) Piedmont. (Chun) 

The Past Splits in country, culture, and a 
harder-to-pinpoint sense of morality mark The 
Past, the latest film by Asghar Farhadi, the 
first Iranian moviemakertowin an Oscar (for 
2011’s/l Separation.) At the center of The 

Past's onion layers is a seemingly simple 
divorce of a binational couple, but that 
* act becomes more complicated— and 
startlingly compelling— in Farhadi’s 
capable, caring hands. Ahmad (Ali 
Mosaffa) has returned to Paris from 
Tehran, where he’s been living forthe past 
four years, at the request of French wife 
Marie (Berenice Bejoof 2011’s The 
Artist). She wants to legalize 
their estrangement so she can 
marry her current boyfriend, 
Samir (Tahar Rahim of 2009’s 
A Prophet), whose wife is in 
a coma. But she isn’t beyond 
giving out mixed messages by 
urging Ahmad to stay with her, 
and herdaughters by various 
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fathers, ratherthan ata hotel — and begging him 
totalktoteen Lucie (Pauline Burlet), who seems 
to despise Samir. Thewarm, nurturing Ahmad 
falls into his old routine in Marie’s far-from-pic- 
turesque neighborhood, visitinga cafe owned by 
fellow Iranian immigrantsand easilytakingover 
childcare duties forthe overwhelmed Marie, as 
he tries to find out what’s happeningwith Lucie, 
who’s holding onto a secret that could threaten 
Marie’s efforts to move on. The players here 
are all wonderful, in particularthe sad-faced, 
humane Mosaffa. We never really find outwhat 
severed his relationship with Marie, but in the 
end, it doesn’t really matter. We care about, 
and end up fearing for, all of Farhadi’s everyday 
characters, who are observed with a tender and 
unsentimental understandingthat US filmmak¬ 
ers could learn from. The effect, when he finally 
racks focus on the forgotten member of this tri¬ 
angle (or quadrilateral?), is heartbreaking. (2:10) 
Clay. (Chun) 

Reaching forthe Moon Brazilian direc¬ 
tor Bruno Barreto (1997’s Four Days in 
September) offers a moving account of the 
romantic relationship between the American 
poet Elizabeth Bishop (Miranda Otto) and the 
Brazilian architect Lota de Macedo Soares 
(Gloria Pires), which spanned the 1950sand 
the better part of the ‘60s. The pair meet under 
inauspiciouscircumstances: travelingto Brazil, 
Elizabeth visits her old Vassar friend Mary 
(Tracy Middendorf) atthe gorgeous rural estate 
where she lives with Lota, a wealthy woman from 
one of Brazil’s prominent political families. 
Unfortunately for Mary, Lota’s regard forthe 
timid, restrained Elizabeth moves along a precip¬ 
itous arc from irritation to infatuation, her sub¬ 
sequent impetuous pursuit of her lover’s friend 
revealing a heartless egoism — as well as an atti¬ 
tude toward householding that blends a poly sen¬ 
sibility with a ruling-class sense of entitlement. 
Thefilmtracks Elizabeth and Lota’senduring 
affair during a period marked by professional 
triumphs, personal lows, and political turmoil, all 
of which take their toll on the relationship. (1:56) 
Opera Plaza. (Rapoport) 

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty Walter Mitty 
(Ben Stiller) works at the Life magazine archives, 
where the world’s greatest photojournalists 
send him images of theirextraordinary adven¬ 
tures. Walter lives vicariously. When he imagines 
his office crush (Kristen Wiig) trapped in a 
burning building, his inner superhero arrests his 
facultiesand sends him flyingthrough windows, 
racing up stairs to liberate children from their 
flaming homes. It’s all a fantasy, of course: the 
man works in a basement with pictures and 
George Bailey-styled dreams of travel, what does 
he have but his imagination to keep him warm? 
Turns out his workplace is planningto kill off its 
print edition and become LifeOnline —so facing 
theend of Life, and imminentquietdespera- 
tion, this office-mouse istasked with delivering 
the lastcoverthe magazine will ever have. But 
frame 25 on the contact sheet — the one the 
magazine’s star photog (Sean Penn) calls “The 
Quintessence of Life” — is blank. Instead of cry¬ 
ing defeat, Walter goes on a hunt forthe photog¬ 
rapher, his avatar of rugged outdoorsmanship, 
and the realization of his dreams of adventure. 

It’s liberating to watch him take risks — Stiller 
says years of watching Danny Kaye movies 
(Kaye starred in the 1947 adaptation of James 
Thurber’s short story) inspired the awkwardly 
balletic gestures of roving, frightened, ultimately 
exuberant Walter. The film, which Stiller also 
directed, is ultimately a dreamy parable about 
getting caught up in imagination — or just 
confusing images for real life — both of which 
feel timely in a world where libraries are cyber- 
placesand you can play “tennis” in front of your 
couch. The kind of guy whothoughtthe biggest 
threat was makingthe first move, Walter learns 
differently when he takes actual risks: there is 
magic in this. (2:05) (Vizcarrondo) 

The Wolf of Wall Street Three hours longand 
breathless from start to finish, Martin Scorsese’s 
tale of greed, stock-market fraud, and epic 
drug consumption has a lot going on — and the 
wholething hingeson a bravado, breakneck 
performance by latter-day Scorsese muse 
Leonardo DiCaprio. As real-life sleaze Jordan 
Belfort (upon whose memoirthefilm is based), 
he distills all of hisgolden DiCaprio-ness intoa 
loathsome yet maddeningly likable character 
who figures out early in his career that being rich 
is way betterthan being poor, and that being 
fucked-up is, likewise, much preferable to being 
sober. The film also boasts keen supporting 
turns from Jonah Hill (as Belfort’s crass, corrupt 
second-in-command), Matthew McConaughey 


(who has what amounts to a cameo — albeit 
a supremely memorable one — as Belfort’s 
coke-worshiping mentor), Jean Dujardin (as 
a slick Swiss banker), and newcomer Margot 
Robbie (as Belfort’scunningtrophy wife). 

But this is primarily the Leoand Marty Show, 
and iseasilytheir most entertaining episode 
to date. Still, don’t look for an Oscar sweep: 
Scorsese just hauled huge for2011’s Hugo, 
and DiCaprio’sflashy turn will likely be passed 
over by voters more keen on honoring subtler 
work in a shorter film. (2:59) California , Vogue. 
(Eddy) sfbg 
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Schedules are for Wed/25-Tue/31 except where 
noted. Director and year are given when avail¬ 
able. Double and triple features marked with a •. 
All times pm unless otherwise specified. 

CASTRO 429 Castro, SF ; (415) 621-6120, www. 
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castrotheatre.com. $8.50-12. The Wizard 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 30 » 
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BEST ENSEMBLE 


-WINNER- 

A pi ONE OF THE TOP 10 
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SCREEN ACTORS GUILD AWARDS® 

NOMINATIONS 
BEST ENSEMBLE 

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS 

JENNIFER LAWRENCE 


-WINNER- 

NEW YORK FILM CRITICS CIRCLE 

BEST PICTURE 

BEST SCREENPLAY 
BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS 



To advertise in our film section call 415-585-9098. 
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BEST ACTOR BEST PICTURE BEST SCREENPLAY 
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BEST SCREENPLAY 

SPIKE JONZE i 
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.NATIONAL BOARD OF REVIEW .(ftp* TSfl). LOS ANGELES FILM CRITICS ASSOCIATION *3*. BEST PICTURE • BEST DIRECTOR 


“‘HER’ IS THE BEST FILM IN YEARS. IT LEAVES YOU 
FULL OF WONDER. JOAQUIN PHOENIX GIVES THE 
BEST PERFORMANCE OF 2013 BY A COSMIC MARGIN.’ 

DAVID EDELSTEIN, 


“I LOVED ‘HER.’ A GORGEOUSLY SWEET 
ROMANCE. SCARLETT JOHANSSON IS 
SEDUCTIVE AND WINNING.” 

RICHARD CORLISS, TIME 
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MIRANDA OTTO STARS AS POET ELIZABETH BISHOP IN TRAGIC ROMANCE 
REACHING FOR THE MOON, OUT FRI/27.^^^^ 


GOLDEN GLOBE’AWARD 

-NOMINEE- 

BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM 
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ONE OF THE BEST PICTURES OF THE YEAR!” 

Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY Stephen Holden, THE NEW YORK TIMES 
Kenneth Turan, LOS ANGELES TIMES 

“ONE OF THE BEST PERFORMANCES OF THE YEAR! 

BERENICE BEJO GIVES A VOLCANIC, ACHING AND BEAUTIFUL 
PERFORMANCE - AN ANNA MAGNANI FOR OUR ERA.” 

Richard Corliss, TIME 
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CRITICS’ CHOICE AWARDS 


BEST FOREIGN LANGIUi 


“A PROFOUNDLY AFFECTING 
FILM THAT HAUNTS YOU 
LONG AFTER IT ENDS.” 

Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 
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A FILM BYASGHAR FARHADI 

S0*“ BBS EEZEJ QQ& JiLlL *lwtae» 

WJW Ifite immura Cinemigi VIWW.SONVClASSICS.COM 

IIUV! m DOLBY mementa SONY PICTURES CLASSICS 


LANDMARK THEATRES 


STARTS FRIDAY, _. 

DECEMBER 27 L a X d h , ®. ?l r , • 


LANDMARK : 

( 415 ) 561-9921 AQUARIUS 


VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.THEPASTMOVIE.COM 



! FILM LISTINGS 

i : 

i 

j CONT» j 

I .j 

j of Oz (Fleming, 1939), Thu, 1,3:30, 5:45,8. j 
i -True Romance (Scott, 1993), Fri, 1:45, 7, and j 
i Pulp Fiction (Tarantino, 1994), Fri, 4, 9:15. j 
: “The Kinsey Sicks: America’s NextTop Bachelor j 
i Housewife Celebrity Hoarder Makeover Star i 
j Gone Wild!”, Sat, 8. Advance tickets ($25-40) • 

: forthisperformanceatwww.cityboxoffice.com. ; 
j -Some Like it Hot (Wilder, 1959), Sun, 2:15, j 
j 7, and The Fortune Cookie (Wilder, 1966), : 

j Sun, 4:35, 9:15. # A Night at the Opera (Wood, j 
: 1935), Mon, 3:45, 7, and Duck Soup (McCarey, j 
! 1933), Mon, 2:20, 5:30, 8:45. Singin’in the : 
i Rain (Kelly and Donen, 1952), Tue, 2,4:15, i 
j 6:30. j 

! CHRISTOPHER B. SMITH RAFAEL FILM 
| CENTER 1118 Fourth St, San Rafael; (415) j 
i 454-1222, www.cafilm.org. $6.50-$10.75. i 
j The Armstrong Lie (Gibney, 2013), call for j 
j dates and times. Bettie Page Reveals All ; 
: (Mori, 2012), call fordatesand times. Blue is j 
j the Warmest Color (Kechiche, 2013), call for j 
j dates and times. The Great Beauty (Sorrentino, j 
: 2013), call fordatesand times. • 

i CLAY 2261 Fillmore, SF; www.landmarkthe- j 
j atres.com. $10. “Midnight Movies:” Edward j 
j Scissorhands (Burton, 1990), Fri-Sat, i 

j midnight; The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
: (Sharman, 1975), Tue, midnight. j 

I PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE 2575 Bancroft, Berk; I 
j (510)642-5249, bampfa.berkeley.edu. $5.50- j 
: 9.50. PFA closed until Jan 16. • 

• PARAMOUNT THEATRE 2025 Broadway, Oakl; j 

j www.ticketmaster.com. $5. Willy Wonka & the j 
j Chocolate Factory (Stuart, 1971), Fri, 8. j 

: ROXIE 3117 and 3125 16th St, SF; (415)863- j 

• 1087, www.roxie.com. $6.50-11. Is the Man j 

j Who is Tall Happy? (Gondry, 2013), Wed-Thu, j 
j 7. Lenny Cooke (Safdie and Safdie, 2013), i 
i Wed-Thu, 6:45. The Punk Singer (Anderson, j 
j 2013), Wed-Thu, 8:45. White Reindeer (Clark, j 
j 2013), Wed-Thu, 9:15. 1 Am Divine (Schwarz, j 
j 2013), Dec 27-Jan 2, 7, 8:45 (also Sat-Sun, : 
: 5). sfbg : 



FIRST RUN VENUES 

The following is contact information for Bay Area 
first-run theaters. 

Balboa 38th Ave/Balboa. 221-8184, 
www.balboamovies.com. 

Bridge Geary/Blake. 267-4893. 

Century Plaza Nooroff El Camino, South SF. 
(650) 742-9200. 

Century 20 JuniperoSerra/John Daly, Daly City. 
(650) 994-7469. 

Clay Fillmore/Clay. 267-4893. 

Embarcadero 1 Embarcadero Center, 
promenade level. 267-4893. Theater closed for 
renovations until November 2013. 

Empire West Portal/Vicente. 661-2539. 

Four Star Clement/23rd Ave. 666-3488. 

Marina 2149 Chestnut. 

www.lntsf.com/marina_theatre 

Metreon Fourth St/Mission. (800) FANDANGO. 

New People Cinema 1746 Post, www.newpeo- 

pleworld.com. 

1000 Van Ness 1000 Van Ness. 

(800) 231-3307. 

Opera Plaza Van Ness/Golden Gate. 267-4893. 
Presidio 2340 Chestnut. 776-2388. 

SF Center Mission between Fourth and Fifth 
Sts. 538-8422. 

Stonestown 19th Ave/Winston. 221-8182. 


Sundance Kabuki Cinema Post/Fillmore. 
929-4650. 

Vogue Sacramento/Presidio. 221-8183. 

BAY AREA 

Albany 1115 Solano, Albany. (510) 464-5980. 
AMC Bay Street 16 5614 Shellmound, 
Emeryville. (510)457-4262. 

California Kittredge/Shattuck, Berk. 
(510)464-5980. 

Cerrito 10070 San Pablo, El Cerrito. 

(510) 972-9102. 

Emery Bay 6330 Christie, Emeryville. 
(510)420-0107. 

Grand Lake 3200 Grand, Oakl. 
(510)452-3556. 

Jack London Stadium 100 Washington, 

Jack London Square, Oakl. (510) 433-1320. 
Magick Lantern 125 Park Place, 

Point Richmond. (510) 234-1404. 

New Parkway 474 24th St, Oakl. 
(510)658-7900. 

Piedmont Piedmont/41stSt, Oakl. 
(510)464-5980. 

Rialto Cinemas Elmwood 2966 College Ave. 
at Ashby, Berk. (510)433-9730. 

Shattuck Cinemas 2230 Shattuck, Berk. 
(510)464-5980. 

UA Berkeley 2274 Shattuck, Berk. 
(510)843-1487. sfbg 
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TO PLACE AN AD CALL 415-487-4600 
OR EMAIL US AT ADMANAGERS@SFBG.COM 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Lost far from a home 
A police car pulls up in front of 
grandma Bessie’s house, and 
grandpa Morris gets out. 

The polite policeman explained 
that this elderly gentleman said 
that he was lost in the park... 
and couldn’t find his way home. 
“Oy Morris", said grandma, 
“You’ve been going to that park 
for over 30 years ! So how 
could you get lost ? “Leaning 
close to grandma, so that 
the policeman couldn’t hear. 
Morris whispered, “I wasn’t 

lost.I was just too tired to 

walk home.”_ 

The main reason Santa is 
so jolly is because he knows 


where all the bad girls live.’ 
George Carlin 


AUTOMOBILES 

CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/ 
Truck. Running or Not! Top 
Dollar Paid. We Come To You! 
Call For Instant Offer: 1-888- 
420-3808 www.cash4car.com 
(AAN CAN) 

DONATE YOUR CAR - Fast Free 
Towing 24 hr. Response - Tax 
Deduction. UNITED BREAST 
CANCER FOUNDATION. 

Providing Free Mammograms 
& Breast Cancer Info 888-792- 
1675 (Cal-SCAN)_ 

Auto Accident Attorney 
INJURED IN AN AUTO ACCI¬ 
DENT? Call InjuryFone for a free 



Careers & Education Issue 


Make an impact on an audience eager to explore its 
career options and expand its education horizons 
with our January 8 Careers and Education Issue! 

Advertising Deadline: FRIDAY JANUARY 3,2014 
Ad/Artwork Deadline: MONDAY JANUARY 6,2014 - 12PM 

CONTACT YOUR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE AT 

(415) 487-4600 OR ADMANAGERS@SFBG.COM 

BAY* GUARDIAN 
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case evaluation. Never a cost 
to you. Don’t wait, call now. 
1-800-958-5341 (Cal-SCAN) 

BUSINESS SERVICES 

Guaranteed Income For Your 
Retirement. Avoid market risk 
& get guaranteed income in 
retirement! CALL for FREE 
copy of our SAFE MONEY 
GUIDE Plus Annuity Quotes 
from A-Rated companies! 
800-375-8607 (Cal-SCAN) 

COMP/INET SERVICES 

DirecTV - Over 140 channels 
only $29.99 a month. Call Now! 
Triple savings! $636.00 in 
Savings, Free upgrade to Genie 
& 2013 NFL Sunday ticket 
free!! Start saving today! 1-800- 
291-0350 (Cal-SCAN)_ 

DISH TV Retailer. Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 

& High Speed Internet starting 
at $14.95/month (where 
available.) SAVE! Ask About 
SAME DAY Installation! CALL 
Now! 1-800-357-0810 
(Cal-SCAN) 

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!* 
Get a whole-home Satellite 
system installed at NO COST 
and programming starting at 
$19.99/mo. FREE HD/DVR 
Upgrade to new callers, SO 
CALL NOW 1-866-982-9562 
e Blue Pill! Call 888-547-7975 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
(Cal-SCAN) 

AT&T U-Verse for just $29/ 
mo! BUNDLE & SAVE with AT&T 
Internet+Phone+TV and get 
a FREE pre-paid Visa Card! 
(selected plans). HURRY, 

CALL NOW! 800-319-3280 
(Cal-SCAN) 


OPINION 


HANDYMAN 

One call, does it all! Fast and 
Reliable Handyman Services. 
Call ServiceLive and get 
referred to a pro today: Call 
800-958-8267 (Cal-SCAN) 

HAULING 

HAULING 24/7 Remove 
carpet, appliances, sofas, 
concrete. Lg. Truck. 

BILL 415-441-1054 


HELP WANTED 

CDL-A Train and Work for Us! 
Professional, focused CDL 
training available. Choose 
Company Driver, Owner Oper¬ 
ator, Lease Operator or Lease 
Trainer. (877) 369-7126 www. 
CentralTruckDrivingJobs.com 
(Cal-SCAN)_ 

Creative Director: lead design 
initiatives to meet business 
goals. Define and oversee 
global creative strategy. 

Oversee creative process for 
design matters. Apply to: SAY 
Media, 180 Townsend Street, 

3rd Floor, San Francisco, CA 
94107 

DRIVERS: $$$ Get Loaded 
$$$. Exp Pays - up to 50 cpm. 
New CSA Friendly Equipment 
(KWs). CDL-A Required. 877- 
258-8782 www.ad-drivers. 
com (Cal-SCAN)_ 

Help Wanted! make extra 
money in our free ever popular 
homemailer program, includes 
valuable guidebook! Start imme¬ 
diately! Genuine! 1-888-292- 
1120 www.easyworkfromhome. 
com (AAN CAN) 

HOTEL SECURITY JOBS - Up to 

FOOD + DRINK 


$18/ hr. Six day training and 
FREE job placement assis¬ 
tance. Many positions avail¬ 
able. CSI Security - North, 

(415) 391-3596, www.csisecu- 
rity.org, Financial aid available 
Software Engineer: Designs 
deploy and maintain web ap¬ 
plications used to manage Ad 
Network. Apply to: SAY Media, 
180 Townsend Street, 3rd FI., 
San Francisco, CA 94107. 

Ul DESIGNER Develop front-end 
assets, features, images, 2D 
animations for user inter¬ 
face of web application. Thumb¬ 
tack, Inc., Job ME002, 454 
Natoma St., San Francis- 
co, CA 94103 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 

STRUGGLING WITH YOUR 
MORTGAGE AND WORRIED 
ABOUT FORECLOSURE? Re¬ 
duce Your Mortgage & Save 
Money. Legal Loan Modification 
Services. Free Consultation. 
Call Preferred Law 1-800-587- 
1350 (Cal-SCAN) 


LEGAL NOTICES 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO 
SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 
Date of Filing Application: 
November 20, 2013. To 
Whom It May Concern: The 
name of the applicant is: 
TAVERN 242 L-PSHIP. The 
applicant listed above is 
applying to The Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
to sell alcoholic beverages at: 
240-242 OFARRELL ST, SAN 
FRANCISCO, CA 94102. Type 
of Licenses Applied for: 75- 
On-Sale General Brew-Pub 
Dec. 18, 25, Jan. 1, 2014 

| THE SELECTOR 


FOR MORE VISIT 
SFBG.COM/CLASSFIEDS ^ 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PERSONAL PROPERTY Notice 
is hereby given that the Alice 
Dudum Trust will hold a public 
sales by competitive bidding 
of the personal property de¬ 
scribed below which has been 
deemed abandoned pursuant 
to Civil Code Section 1988. 

The property was abandoned 
by Iris Center, Incorporated 
at 12 Gough Street, San 
Francisco, California 94103. 
The public sale will take place 
on January 3, 2014 at 12:00 
p.m. at 12 Gough Street, San 
Francisco, California 94103. 
The personal property includes, 
but is not limited to general 
office supplies, furnishings 
and equipment including office 
furniture( desks, folding tables, 
file cabinets, chairs); Water 
Dispensers; Computers (Dell 
and HP computers, printers, 
monitors, keyboards, mice); 
Office Cubicles; Mini-Refrig¬ 
erators, Televisions, overhead 
projectors, VCRs and paper 
shredders; children’s toys. 
Purchases must be made with 
cash only and paid at the time 
of sale. All goods are sold as 
is and must be removed at the 
time of sale. The Alice Dudum 
Trust reserves the right to bid. 
Sale is subject to postpone¬ 
ment, adjournment and/or 
cancellation without further 
notice. The Alice Dudum Trust 
775 Burnett Avenue, #14, San 
Francisco, California 94131 
and Telephone Number (415) 
902-6841. 


MEDICAL 

Men’s Lifestyle Medications. 


FDA Approved - USA Pharma¬ 
cies. Remote TeleMedicine 
Physician. Safe ■ Secure ■ 
Discreet. Calls Taken 7 days 
per week. Call ViaMedic: 888- 
786-0945 Trusted Since 1998 
(AAN CAN)_ 

Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for 
Seniors. Bathroom falls can 
be fatal. Approved by Arthritis 
Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. 
Less Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide 
Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American 
Made. Installation Included.Call 
800-799-4811 for $750 Off. 
(Cal-SCAN) 

PREGNANT? THINKING OF 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring 
agency specializing in matching 
Birthmothers with Families 
Nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One 
True Gift Adoptions. 866-413- 
6293. Void in Illinois/New 
Mexico/Indiana (AAN CAN) 
VIAGRA 100MG, 40 pills+/4 
free, only $99.00. Save Big 
Now, Discreet shipping. Call 
1-800-374-2619 Today! (AAN 
CAN)_ 

Do you take Cialis? or Viagra?? 
Save $500! Get 40 pills for 
only $99.00! Buy The Blue Pill! 
Call 888-547-7975 Satisfaction 
Guaranteed (Cal-SCAN)_ 

Medical Guardian - Top-rated 
medical alarm and 24/7 
medical alert monitoring. 

For a limited time, get free 
equipment, no activation fees, 
no commitment, a 2nd wa¬ 
terproof alert button for free 
and more - only $29.95 per 
month. 800-761-2855 (Cal- 
SCAN) 

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Call us first. Living 

S + CULTURE I 


expenses, housing, medical, 
and continued support after¬ 
wards. Choose adoptive family 
of your choice. Call 24/7. 877- 
362-2401 (AAN CAN) 

CA$H PAID FOR DIABETIC 
STRIPS!! Don’t throw boxes 
away-Help others. Unopened 
/Unexpired boxes only. All 
Brands Considered! Call 
Anytime! 24hrs/7days (888) 
491-1168 (Cal-SCAN)_ 

Canada Drug Center is your 
choice for safe and affordable 
medications. Our licensed 
Canadian mail order pharmacy 
will provide you with savings 
of up to 90 percent on all your 
medication needs. Call today 
1-800-273-0209, for $10.00 
off your first prescription and 
free shipping. (Cal-SCAN) 

PERSONALS 

MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! 

No paid operators, just real 
people like you. Browse greet¬ 
ings, exchange messages and 
connect live. Try it free. Call 
now 1-800-945-3392. 
(Cal-SCAN)_ 

Bi-Black & Masculine 
First Timers Welcome. 

Very Discreet, Friendly, 

Clean & WELL ENDOWED! 
In/Outcalls - Ask for Cedric 
*82(510)776-5945’ 


ROOMS FOR RENT 

ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES. 
COM. Browse hundreds of 
online listings with photos and 
maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: 
http://www.Roommates.com. 
(AAN CAN) 
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HARMONY SPA 


% NEW YOUNG MASSEUSES:; 

FOOT MASSAGE: 
$ 19.99/pkg 

• Full Body 
Massage 

• FREE Sauna 

• Table Shower 
Available 


415-759-8577 

2450 Taraval St (SF) 

(Free Parking) * Bring Ad in (or $5 Off Body Massage 




*Oasis Day Spa* 

Mon-Sat I0am-9pm * Sun I0am-8pm 


Swedish + 
Deep Tissue 
Massage 
$50 



Body Scrub 

, Sjs 


2501 Clement St and 26th Ave, SF 

415 - 668-6299 


INTERRACIAL-KINK 

A Swinger Party 

Weekly Play parties from 9:00PM until... 

FOR MORE INFO, PLEASE VISIT 
WWW.INTERRACIAL-KINK.ORG 


Deliciously Sexy 
Couples and 
select Singles are 
welcome 
to attend. 

( 510 ) 388 - 

Couples, Call Together 



EMPIRE HEALTH CLUB 


Open 7 days 
a week 
lOam-midnight. 

Many 
Beautiful 
Asian 
Girls to 
Choose 
From 


Visa/Mastercard/Discover accepted 
V Now hiring masseuses with permits /f D/ 


428 O’FARELL ST. @ TAYLOR 

(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco) 




GRAND OPENING 



I Hour Massage: $45 
Bay Relaxation Center 
166 Sacramento St. 

615 - 693-0288 


Ocean 

Acupressure 

Deep Tissue, Acupressure 
& Massage Therapy 

GRAND 

OPENING 



415 - 239-8928 

1959 Ocean Ave.-SF 



$ fata 

\ ° 100 % 

l sow 

W -rr 

BEGINNERS ARE WELCOME! 

*82.415.621.7406 



talktome 


.com 


slFREE! 


1-800-TALK-T0-ME 



Z ADVERTISE 

i HERE! 

| CALL 

<d 415 - 536-8158 

Sj FOR INFO 
& RATES 



) CMT-Ouality Asian Massage 

tFree Body Scrub & Shampoo 

\Free Private Garage Parking 


Meet Shirley, CMT 
6 Years Experience 


940 Bush Street, SF CA 94109 415- 
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BAY-GUARDIAN 


HAIR MODELS NEEDED! 

Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon. 
Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com. 


I like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself. Maybe you 
would too? Available days & evenings. Incall/Outcall 
415-435-7526 

r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — n 

Advertise Here! 

Call 415.255.3100 
for info and rates. 

BAY-GUARDIAN 



Pocket; Reps Available 
KLOwdiPrivate & Confidential] 


Licenseol MexIi^lIDjaStDrsiarLe^Providmg 


WE MATCH 
ANY PRICE 

WITH PROOF 


UnibMms) Evaluations 


CalUfor/Appointment 




Not Applicable with 


Appointment 


415.7KS 


High Quality RhotcalDICardsiaha 


Movie Sat 11AM&7RM 


3490 20th St. 3rd Floor 




Verification 




Lab Tested, Patient Trusted Medicine 



The Green Door Collective is licensed and 
regulated by the San Francisco Department 
of Health and the State of California. 


Only patients with current verifiable medical 
records with valid CA ID will be admitted. 

Our facility is located over 1000’ from the 
nearest school, park or recreation area, and 
does not admit minors. 

843 Howard St. SF, CA 94103 
(41S) S41-9S90 * greendoorsf.com 


WE BUY YOUR 

If 


STREETLIGHT 

RECORDS 


SAN FRANCISCO 
2350 Market 
(415) 282*8000 

streetlightrecords.com 

SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY 


y 


V 


Starring 

MARGA GOMEZ, MICIA MOSLEY 
G DHAYA LAKSHMINARYANAN 

with host MARIO MONTES 

DECEMBER 31,2013 

A benefit for BRAVA Theater Center 

278124th Street, SF 

DOOR/BAR 8PM-SHOW 9PM 



Caring for our community 
one patient at a time. 

2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
510-540-6013 
www.mybpg.com 


assibnate 

Wellness Counseling 


ompassionc 

* Health Options 




& 

Led by 

Hanya Barth, M.D. 


• Real Doctors - Real Care 

• Professional and Affordable 

• Totally Confidential 

• Quality ID Cards 

• 24/7 Safe Verification 


WE MATCH ANY LOCAL PRICE! 


www.Green215.<om 
ft 1(877) PROP-215 

1 ( 877 ) 776-7215 

Oakland I San Francisco I San Jose 



(1200 Howard St @ 8th) 

AFFORDABLE MEDICAL MARIJOANA CARDS 




r *V> 

a 


f 


% 


We Will Match ANY 
Local Competitor’s Price. 

Walk-Ins Welcome. 


Must bring ad • 1 per patient 
*Renewals only 




OAKLAND 

2633 Telegraph Ave. #109 
Mon - Sat: 10am - 6pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 510-032-5000 
OaklandMarijuanaCenter.com 


SAN JOSE 

115 N. 4th St. r Suite 106 
Mon - Sat: 11am - 7pm • Sun: 12-5pm 
Open 7 Days a Week • 406-000-0000 
SJ420.com 


VALLEJO 

432 Tennesse St. 
Mon-Sat: 10am-6pm 
707-644-1667 
Vallejo420md.com 
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